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BOOKS FOR YOUNG PESPLE 
Reported by Varda Pinckard 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Dines, Glen Macmillan 
PITIDOE THE COLOR MAKER’ Boards $2.50,Lib.$3.00;8x10 


* Pitidoe, a young apprentice to a master color maker, dreams of the day when 
he will be able to dispose of the learned texts of his craft and give vent to his 
undisciplined urge to mix, mix, mix. His chance comes and with it chaos. First 
objects and people assume unatural hues and then, all color disappears. But Pitidoe 
expiates his sin and becomes a true master in a story whose pictures and text will 
delight the reader with their daring, color and invention. Illustrated by the author. 


(9/15. LC:59-11297) 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Radlauer, Ruth Shaw Abelard-Schuman 
OF COURSE, YOU'RE A HORSE! Cloth; $2.95; 8x7 


A book of fun and fantasy, this text, colorfully illustrated by Abner 
Graboff and Sheila Greenwald, tempts the child into a world of imaginative projection. 
Suggesting, inrhythmical prose, a series of animals and objects that the child may 
fancy himself to be, choice runs from horses to rolling pins. Each exercise may be 
musically accompanied and may be participated in by one or several children. (9/18) 


Walden, Daniel Lippincott 
THE NUTCRACKER Cloth; $3.50; 11x8 


A Christmas staple, the story of the Nutcracker and his miraculous transfor- 
mation through love loses none of its enchantment in this telling by Daniel Walden. 
Both his text of the Hoffman story and Harold Berson's airy illustrations convey the 
mood of a nineteenth century European nursery, a world of organdy, prettily iced 
sweets, and brilliantly white snow traced only with the delicate tracks of carriages. 
More graceful than the Hutton edition of last year, this telling of the Nutcracker 
appeais strongly to the senses and imagination of the reader. (10/21. LC :59-12359) 


Anderson, C. W. Macmillan 
BLAZE AND THE MOUNTAIN LION Board $2.00 
Lib. $2.50 73x10 


Billy likes everything about his vacation on a western ranch. Particularly 
he enjoys riding the prairies with his pony, Blaze, and watching Jim, a cowboy, as he 
oversees the cattle, confident of his ability to maneuver a lasso. When Billy with 
Blaze's help, saves a calf from a murderous wild cat and helps apprehend the marauder, 
Jim presents him with a lasso of his own, a mark of earned distinction. Written and 
illustrated by C. W. Anderson, this is the sixth in a series of books featuring Blaze. 
A straightforward Western for junior enthusiasts. (9/15. 10:59-11293) 


EASY READING 


Graham, Helen Holland Abelard-Schuman 
LITTLE DON PEDRO Cloth; $2.95; 8x7 


Being small for his age has its problems for the little Mexican peasant, 
Don Pedro. For to Don Pedro the world is full of dangers with which his stronger 
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friends can easily cope. It is no wonder that Pedro broods and thinks himself a coward. 

But when his baby sister is threatened by a bull, little Pedro grows mighty in courage, 

saves her life, and redeems himself in his own eyes and the eyes of his playmates. A ie 
tangent of the Ugly Duckling story, this book sustains a tender tone which is admirably 
supported by the color illustrations of Helen Borten. (9/11. LC :59-11280 ) 


Mars, Witold T. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BABY DRAGON $2.75 
Lib. ed. $3.50 6 3/8x9 3/h 


* Perched on a medieval church sits a melancholy little gargoyle. fForlornly he 
watches the other dragons as they fly nightly about the city and wishes that he, too, had 
wings. When an angel lends him her wings he promises to return them at a specified time, 
but becomes so involved in doing a good deed, that he cannot fulfill his pledge. Banished 
from the world of the air, the poor little gargoyle is even more melancholy until Christmas 
comes and with it the miracle of flight. A lyrical Christmas story, superbly illustrated 
by the author with drawings which capture the imagination and purity of the Romanesque and 
Byzantine ecclesiastic tradition. (10/22. 1C:59-5193) 


Mason, Miriam E. Macmillan 
THE BABY JESUS $2.50; 6x8 


The story of the Nativity is related here from the meeting of Joseph and Mary 
through their escape with the Christ child into Egypt. Told with simplicity and tenderness, 
this is a tasteful, if not inspired, introduction to the Christmas story. Illustrated in 
two colors by Johannes Troyer, the language and clarity of incident recommend this to the 
young reader who with the advent of Christmas would read for himself the story of the 
holiday. (10/13. LC:59-13094) 


Burch, Robert McDowell, Obolensky 
THE TRAVELING BIRD $2.50 - 


If there was one thing Dave wanted, it was a dog. And his uncle's present of 
Caesar, a talking bird, did not really diminish that desire. How Caesar uses his remar- 
kable wit to find Dave a puppy, and then withdraws from David's life,makes up the essence 
of an offhand but thoroughly engrossing narrative-one third nonsense, one third pathos, 
and one third wit. Illustrated in fluid drawings by Susanne Suba. (9/? LC:59-14079) 


Note on this Let's Go series: Typographically - and in simplicity of concept— these are 
geared to the Easy Reading level. In vocabulary and in interest span, they belong more to 
the 8-11 non fiction section. Here is a case where the individual child must be considered 
- and the interest readiness will be a factor more than the reading readiness. This is 
particularly true with the two new ones reviewed below. 


Rosenfield, Bernard Putnam-Let’s Go 
LET'S GO TO THE SUPREME COURT $1.95 


A fitting addition to the author's two previous books on subjects involving 
the United States capital, this text invites the young reader on a tour of the Supreme 
Court. The court is described from the vantage point of architecture, function and 
procedure. Illustrations by Gustav Schotter and an appendix of relevant terms complete 
this unexciting but factful visit. (045. 16:59-11448) 


Sootin, Laura | - Putnam-Let’s Go 
LET'S GO TO A CONCERT | $1.95 


The orchestra, the conductor, the rehearsal, the performance, down to the last 
applause and the proper deportment at concerts are carefully compiled here. There is 
little doubt that the concert or would-be concert attendant will be academically superbly & 
equipped to undergoa formal musical experience. But whether he will grasp the essential 
quality of such an experience, the emotional fullness which demands music as its voice and 
its ear, is in doubt. For this he must await a more vivid presentation. 
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Mendoza, George Braziller 
AND AMEDEO ASKED HOW DOES ONE BECOME A MAN’ Cloth $2 ..50;83x85 


* A story, so simple and evocative that those hunting complexity will term 
it a fable - this is the tale of a boy, of the sea (evasive as to locale), of the 
will to be a man. When Amedeo dares the sea and defies his parents with his small 
craft, he is not yet aman. When he faces danger calmly, he is not yet a man. And 
when he unflinchingly accepts his punishment, he is not yet a man. But with the 
turning of the seasons, the seeds of these three experiences flourish, and with the 
understanding born of time, Amedeo is a man. Illustrated with austere and potent 
drawings in black and white by Ati Forberg, this first juvenile by George Mendoza 
be - read with equal enjoyment by children and by sensitive adults. (9/16. LC:59- 
12069 


Holberg, Ruth Langland Doubleday 
WENDY'S PRIVATE LIFE $2.75 


The coast of Cape Cod was for twelve-year-old Wendy the solid rock founda- 
tion of home and a loving family. It was also the stage on which Wendy, tall for her 
age, could retreat into fantasy to become the glamorous Wanda, an actress, adored by 
millions. Wendy's ultimate ability to mold her dream world into an exciting world of 
reality, using her flaw as an asset, brings this happy, good natured book to an opti- 
mistic conclusion. Nice detail of Cape Cod life anu Anna Magagna's light touch, 
in illustrations will win many friends for the heroine. (10/8. LC:59-1203.) 


King, Olive Macmillan 
| THE TOWN THAT WENT SOUTH $2.75 


* Gargoyle, the Rector's cat, looks with cateristic curiosity at the kalei- 
doscopic events which occur when the Channel town in which he lives becomes a floating 
island. An itinerary, staggering in its extent, takes Gargoyle across the equator 
and to a remote corner of the South Seas. Adventure pursues its citizens, and be- 
wilderment, as the town remains intact but is subjected to one after another alien 
climate and atmosphere. A zany story told with humor and conviction; a lively if un- 
likely lesson in geography. Line drawings by Maurice Bartlett. By the author of 
Hamid of Aleppo, (10/43. 10:59-12015) 


An Astor Book McDowell, Obolensky 
A TREASURE CHEST OF TALES $4.95 


* This is what the sub-title states "A Collection of Great Stories for Child- 
ren" - with the further asset of being, to some extent, stories and verse not hack- 
neyed by excessive use in anthologies. To be sure Alice in Wonderland is here and 
Black Beauty, unabridged, but the choice from The Arab:an Nights is unusual, and few 
children today are familiar with Thackeray's beguiling The Rose and the Ring, There 
are some surely popular stories in verse and nonsense tales from the pen of Edward 
Lear and Hilaire Belloc. There are the old standbyes of John Gilpin and Horatius 
true and tried but not always at hand. There are bits from baron Munchausen and 
Aesop's Fables. All in all, a lively collection, illustrated where possible from 
the original versions, and with good family reading appeal for a varied age range. 
Highly recommended. (9/1) 


Arundel, Jocelyn McGraw-Hill-Whittlesey 
JINGO, WILD HORSE OF ABACO $2.95 


Tim and Jenny, two twelve-year-old residents of the Bahamas, find,on the 
remote island of Abaco, a stallion to intrigue even the most tepid equestrian. De- 
- termined to capture and train him, the two children slowly win his trust. But just 
as they are about to make him officially theirs, the horse is stolen by an uns- 
crupulous opportunist. How Jingo is finally retrieved makes up the main thread of 
this pleasant story, rich in detail of the Bahamas and horsemanship. By the author 
of Simba of the White Mane. Illustrated in black and white by Wesley Dennis. (10/28) 
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Turngren, Annette Prentice-Hall 


FLAXEN BRAIDS $2.95 : 
* This episodic story of Kristin, a little Swedish girl, and her life, a hundred ‘ee q 
years ago, as a member of a large farm family is as instructive as it is charming. In 7 


this revised edition of a highly popular children's book the author vividly depicts q 
Kristin, her sisters, and brothers, and the joy they take in the simple but rich community q 
life of agrarian Sweden. A classic of its kind. Illustrated by Polly Jackson. (10/15, 
LC:59-1L000}4 ) 


Voight, Virginia Frances Prentice-Hall 
BLACK ELEPHANT $2.95 


Dilly Wiggins, circus-boy to a Maine summer circus, is in transports of joy 
when Ebony, a young elephant, is made his personal charge. Tormented by a vicious keeper, 
the elephant runs away. Dilly, fearful lest the animal be killed as a rogue or destroyed 
by an unfamiliar environment, is determined to retrieve his charge at any cost. He does, 
but not without considerable adventure and hardship. A suspenseful picture of a boy's 
love for an animal, this well written story lends an interesting perspective to the circus 
life of the last century, to life in rural New England, and to the habits of the elephant. 
Illustrated by William A. McCaffery. (10/15. L0:59-13010) 


Hark, Mildred & Watts 
McQueen, Noel A HOME FOR PENNY $2.95 





* Penny, one of the younger members of the children's home, longs for a "mom" of 
her own. One by one she sees her friends leave the home in the custody of adopted parents. 

And despite the warm atmosphere of the orphan asylum Peggy nearly succumbs to melancholy 

when Jo, a special friend, is taken by a family whom she believed would adopt her. Then, & 
a warm-hearted gesture from the director of the home, Mrs. Brown, erases Penny's loneliness, 

and in her love for the older woman she recognizes the essential gratification of truly 
belonging. A tenderly written story which plays ee with the favorite theme of 

nobody's child. (9/? LC:59-979h) 









Watts 
TENT UNDER THE SPIDER TREE $2.95 


Inyart, Gene 





* The allure of a place of one's own in the open air is at the core of this story 
of three girls on a camping trip. Dazzled by the beauties of a waterfall, the lushness of 
a field, the tranquility of a summer evening, the three grade schoolers make a valiant at- 
tempt to withstand the terrors of crawling visitors and sudden noises in the night. And 
they succeed, not only in overcoming their fear of spiders and their mistrust of a local 
boy, but in finding, each one for herself, something uniquely her own which will endure. 
Four thoroughly likeable children, a vivid pastoral background, and a line of credible ad- 
ventures make this a book of unusual charm. (9/? LC:59-11485) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 





Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
YOUR HEART AND HOW IT WORKS $2.50 


The heart, the main organ of the human body, is the subject of this informative 
text. Ina straightforward fashion, Dr. Zim outlines its capacity, structure, function, 
evolution, relationship to other organs, and the techniques with which science approaches 

it. Illustrated diagramatically by Gustav Schrotter, Your Heart And How It Works, Like e 
Herbert Zim's previous books, maintains a standard of clarity and factual generosity which 

| recommends it as a valuable supplement to classroom study. (8/19. LC:59-8187) 
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Hood, Robert E. Putnam 
FIND A CAREER IN PHOTOGRAPHY $2.75 


A straightforward and informative text, this career book gives the high- 
school student a clear perspective on the general field of photography. Geared to 
the ultimate of professional photography, it considers the various areas in which 
photography is vital--movies, industry, journalism, science, advertising, portraits. 
Fach area is analyzed, qualifications and necessary training are indicated, economic 
and personality factors are considered. Photographically illustrated, discussion of 
equipment is also included in a text which should both invite interest in and promote 
understanding of an ever expanding profession. (9/30. LC:59-11439) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN-~ FICTION 


Lampman, Evelyn Sibley Doubleday 
SPECIAL YEAR $2.95 


The eighth grade is for Allison a special time. Into the pleasantly 
relaxed world of cotton dresses and dolls comes the foreign ingredient--boys. Not 
just game-playing, somewhat rough youngsters who might be one's brothers, but 
creatures of unfathomable mystery and allure. Allison's tentative struggle to "fit" 
herself into a perplexing new image of teen-age perfection, her exaggerated attempt 
at conformity, and her gradual realization that the better part of maturity is 
sympathy and the ability to give, make up the framework of this lively episodic text. 
As comfortably familiar as the corner soda fountain, written by the author of Gina. 
(10/22. 1C:59-13102) 


Jackson, Caary Follett 
THE JAMESVILLE JETS — Reg. $2.75, Lib. $2.85 


When Jeff receives an official basketball from his uncle in California, 
the entire rural community in which he lives undergoes a radical change. Jeff and 
his companions ardently wish for a proper team, complete with a court and uniforms. 
How Jeff and his friends win over J.C. James, the town's richest and least indulgent 
citizen as their benefactor makes up the bulk of this story with its ample details 
of basketball practices. Unpretentious and of potential interest to athletically 
inclined grade schoolers, particularly those not in direct contact with urban faci- 
lities. Line drawings by Paul Galdone. (9/? LC:59-10271) 


Tefft, Bess Hagaman Follett 
KEN OF CENTENNIAL FARM Cloth; $2.50, Lib. ;$2.85 


Ken Ellsworth, an eleven-year-old Michigan farm boy, is profoundly land 
proud. He and his older brother find outlet for this pride in the various projects 
they undertake as members of the ,# club. Ken's experiment at sheep raising and 
his brother's not altogether successful oat-growing project were particularly fruit- 
ful, in that by trial and error the two boys accumulated a valuable store of farm 
knowledge. Of particular interest to boys growing up in rural areas to whom farming 
might one day be a career. Line drawings by William Marsh. (9/2? 1L0:59-10272 ) 


Cavanna, Betty Morrow 
THE SCARLET SAIL $2.95 


Fifteen-year-old Andrea faces a summer at Cape Cod with singular lack of 
enthusiasm. Her widowed mother's remarriage to a Bostonian seems like an unwelcome 
intrusion in her life, and even the little sail boat he gives her does not alter her 
feeling of hostility to the "stranger" her mother has brought into their lives. A 
summer of sailing, a romance with a native, and a little feminine intrigue integrate 
her in the life of the community and out of this involvement comes an acceptance of 
her stepfather and the world he offers her. A new angle to a routine romance by the 
popular author of Stars in Her Eyes, (10/14. LC0:59-9705) 
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Waltch, Lilla M. Sterling 


MISS STARR'S SECRET $2.50 





Miss Starr was the school's favorite teacher and among her most devoted students 
were two thirteen-year-old friends, Linda and Peg. When Peg's sophisticated and lonely 
cousin, Mary, comes for a visit, she implies that Miss Starr is a thief and has, the 
previous year, been discharged from the fashionable girl's school she attends. In their 
effort to vindicate Miss Starr, Linda and Peg stumble into a major criminal plot. But 
their loyalty not only is rewarded in the apprehension of the real criminal but also in 
making a human being out of the spoilt cousin, Mary. An acceptable girl's story composed 
of two equally palatable parts--mystery and the endorsement of girlish friendship. (9/? 

LC :59-12981 ) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN-NON-FICTION 


Strong, Charles S. Doubleday-"eal Bovuk 
THE REAL BOOK ABOUT THE ANTARCTIC $1.95 





The exploration of the Antarctic has been undertaken for five centuries in the 
name of many nations. Challenged by the mystery of its formidable, icy regions, they 
have used dogs, sleds, and above all the weapon of human endurance to cut down the barrier 
which isolates it from the developed world. In this history of the centuries of exploration, 
of the men who risked and often gave life to penetrate its secrets, the achievements of 
many great figures are reviewed--Byrd, Captain Wilkes, James Ross, Shackleton--culminating 
in the most recent and conclusive achievements of Hillary and Fuchs, and the other parti- 
cipants of Operation Deeb Freeze, Who employed in their expedition the most modern mechanical 
devices. Of particular interest to those who followed the events of the International 
Geophysical Year, this text with 25 line cuts by Albert Orbaan presents a forceful picture @ 
of the still unconquered South Pole. (10/22. LC:59-12647) 


Asimov, Isaac Houghton, Mifflin 
REALM OF NUMBERS $2.75 





* Once more Isaac Asimov takes the venom out of abstract study, presenting the 
theory of numbers on which mathematics are based in a lucid and entertaining manner. 
Numbers, their meaning and evolution, alternatives to our number system, their application 
in multiplication, addition, subtraction, division, decimals, fractions are discussed, 

not as formidable laws, but as a meaningful system, evolving logically from a coherent 
basis. Diagramatic illustrations by Robert Belmore support’ this text which for the intel- 
lectually curious student, long baffled by the apparent dogmatism of arithmetic by rote, 


ao) prove an inviting welcome into the realm of mathematical investigation. (9/22.10:59- 
7 





THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN-FICTION 
(poward-MeCann 
ee 
A further adventure of Timothy Penny (4 Jackknife for a Penny, 1957) this is the 
story of a Long Island teen-ager and his daring role in the revolutionary war. Strategically 
located, Tim's home faces Connecticut, a stronghold of Patriot soldiers. Tim's ardent 
admiration of his older brother makes him wish frantically for an active role in the war 
against the Crown. And his wish is amply gratified when he acts as a guide for the raiding 
troops of Colonel Meig, using his familiarity of the terrain as effectively as any soldier 
might use a musket. Strategy, history, and familiar adventure make this an acceptable ad- 


dition to the list of historical novels for the not too precocious high school student. 
(10/6. LC:59-11429) 


Epstein, Samuel & Beryl 
CHANGE FOR A PENNY 


—s 
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Langtry, Robin Coward-McCann 
DINOSAUR HARVEST $2.75 


Set in the far-west, this is the story of Denny, age sixteen, and his zany 
expedition into science and science fiction. Sent to cultivate an orchard of 
peaches in a land that boasts all the worst properties of desert and swamp, Denny 
fights valiantly for the peaches and the serum on which his father's medical work 
depends. But paleontology soon gets the upper hand when the reluctant land yields 
up a splendid crop of dinosaur fossils. A considerable amount of scientific material 
manages to come through despite the roller coaster pace of the narrative which skids 
delightfully along a track of romance, comedy, and adventure. (10/16. 1L0:59-5231) 


- Switzer, Gladys L. Follett 
BETWIXT AND BETWEEN Reg. $3.50; Lib. $3.45 


Spirited eighteen-year-old Olivia, an Iowa schoolteacher, finds it somewhat 
difficult adjusting her romantic nature to the mores of her Victorian society. 
Courted by two men, one a German doctor, the other a privileged young man with whom 
she has grown up, Olivia is hard put to choose between them. Her choice ultimately 
evolves through a pleasant enough mesh of events--country dances, church sings, 
literary teas--the whole warm and colorful social gambit of rural America at that 
time. A romantic story well set in a background which is at once rustic and socially 
elaborate. (9/? 16:59-10275) 


Willis, Robert Follett 
MODEL A MULE Trade $2.95; Libr. $2.85 


This is the 1959 Follett award winner. With last year's winner later 
securing the coveted Child Study award, this year's Follett winner is under special 
scrutiny. Robert Willis has used a situation encountered again and again in this 
country's growth- the changeover in a now outmoded way of life. Joe Clonan, 
sixteen, finds his life in Upper New York state anything but peaceful. Brought up 
on a canal boat, he has seen the canal on which he, his grandfather and his mother 
depend becoming outdated. Joe's struggle to incorporate modern means~- in a remo- 
deled Model A Ford truck- into the scheme of older techniques proves successful, as 
he saves his family from financial disaster and patches up a disturbing feud of long 
duration. A remote economy and way of life challenged by youthful initiative should 
have general appeal to today's boys. Line drawings by Victor Mays. (9/? LC:59-10276) 


Christopher, Matt Watts 
SHADOW OVER THE BACK COURT $2.95 


High school student, Jeff Dooley, was as ardent in his love of basketball 
as was his scientist father in his love of aviational research. Opposed to his son's 
preoccupation with the game, which he believes keeps him from devoting himself to 
interests more closely related to his own, he forbids Jeff to participate in the 
school team. How father and son reconcile their differences is the core of this story 
which includes a rich basketball background and many play by play descriptions which 
will excite any enthusiast of the game. (10/? LC:59-1148}) 


Shirreffs, Gordon Westminster 
ROANOKE RAIDERS $2.95 


The career of Admiral William Cushing in the Civil War as witnessed by 
fourteen-year-old David Scott is given full and factual consideration in this novel. 
Culminating in his attack and destruction of the Albemarle. Cushing's career was 
marked by brilliance and a fearlessness which made him apocryphal to other naval 
fighters. Not only are the details of the specific battles in which the young 
Cushing engaged well delineated here, but the general wartime atmosphere--one which 
allowed children and maimed men to fight as full fledged soldiers for a cause in which 
they passionately believed--is given a full a dramatic treatment. A patriot in whom 
there has been much recent scholarly interest, Cushing and his record is of interest 
to all students of the Civil War and American history. (10/12. LC:59-10179) 
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Summers, James L. Westminster 
THE LIMIT OF LOVE $2.95 


A far departure from the sugar-and spice-flavored routine romances for teen 
agers, and even for the redoubtable James Summers, a subject that skirts the danger line. 
Ronnie and Lee, California high school students, are preducts of an enlightened and 
permissive background - and suddenly are jarred into realization that they aren't mature 
enough to cope with the unlimited sexual freedom they are granted. A California beach 
and a very deep love results in Ronnie's finding herself presumably pregnant. New and 
conflicting facets of their personalities emerge:- Ronnie becomes all expectant mother, 
turning to Lee for support; Lee finds himself with a fierce masculine urge to escape, to 
be free to go through untrammeled years in preparation for a career in medicine. The 
anguish and anxiety of two likable young people under pressure, the facing of the facts 
of a critical society - and the virtual ignoring and bypassing of the parental aspects 
of a situation they think must be solved by marriage, come to a critical point- when Ronnie 
finds that after all she is not pregnant, and all this was for nothing. The kids agree 
to accept this as a warning of danger, and to face - albeit not very realistically - 
eight years of a period of what Summers terms "quiescence" until marriage can be the answer. 
eeee With Blue Den:m given wide distribution on the screen, a book on this topic is sure 
to be under considerable scrutiny and fire. Somehow Summers has evaded the real issue. 
(10/12. LC:59-11052) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Loeb, Robert H., Jr. Association 
SHE MANNERS $3.50 


* A sister volume to He-Manners, this book covers everything from which fork to 
use to what to expect on one's wedding night. Taking a superficially liberal approach, 
Robert Loeb actually stays rigidly within the bounds of conventionality, assuring his 
readers that sex is grand, but that if they are smart they will, under all circumstances 
other than marriage, not explore it beyond a good round of "necking." Written for an un- 
sophisticated, but physically mature reader--the late teen-ager who having completed high 
school will probably not go further academically--this is a sensible if not always ap- 
petizing manual. For those who function best under a code of rigid and mechanical do's 
and don'ts. Illustrated by K. Chin. (10/? 16:59-13009) 


Kenworthy, Leonard Doubleday 
LEADERS OF NEW NATIONS $3.50 


Africa, Asia and the Mid-East are the fields in which the seeds of nationalism 
today grow most vigorously. Long undeveloped and dependent on larger countries, the 
people of these areas, wisely or not, are filled with the zeal for autonomy. In this 
timely book, Leonard Kenworthy profiles the men who have been in the foreground of the 
various nationalist movements--Nehru, Ben Gurion, Nasser, Nkrumah, Magsaysay, Diem, 
Sukarno, Nu, Senanayake--giving a vivid picture not only of the men themselves, but of 
the worlds they shape. An excellent companion to the study of contemporary affairs. 
Linecuts by Sam Kweskin. (10/8. 1C:59-12634) 


|} 5 
Cummings, rke- Fd. | Hill & Wang 


BASEBALL STORIES $3.00 


* A collection of twenty-one stories and articles by quality writers dealing 
with Little League baseball, this book is enhanced, but does not depend, on one's interest 
in the game. Shirley Jackson describes two sophisticated matrons turned banshee at the 
spectacle of their sons' participation in a suburban game; Parke Cummings discusses the 
history and advantage of the league; Norman Katkov describes the harrowing responsibilities 
of a Little League Umpire; James Farrell looks back on his Chicago Washington Park base- 
ball career. An anthology rich in humor, tenderness and kindly sophistication to be read 
by recent and long standing veterans of the junior diamond. (10/7) 
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Chase, Mary Ellen Houghton, Mifflin-NVorth Star 
DONALD MCKAY and the Clipper Ships $1.95 


* The first half of the nineteenth century was a period of growth in the 
United States. Into this world came Nova Scotia-born Donald McKay, a man with a 
vision of lofty vessels which would advance the young country of America to a posi- 
tion of supremacy upon the seas. Author of such stately clippers as Flying Cloud, 
Lightning, and Sovereign of the Seas, his ships were noted for their grace, effi- 
ciency and speed. This biography of an indefatigable worker, a dreamer of dizzying 
dreams, and a man of indisputable practical acumen is told here with simplicity and 
vigor. Written in full appreciation of the man and his world, the prose here is 
swift and uncluttered, superbly fitted to the clean and uncluttered line of the very 
ships it describes. An important contribution to American biographical history, 
this —— to life an American of great consequence and too little fame. (9/22. 
LC 359-972 


Lambert, Eloise & Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
Pei, Mario THE BOOK OF PLACE NAMES $3.00 


In a seemingly casually knit together text, this book doles out information 
painlessly, overlaid by an easy style and a veneer of interesting detail. The 
origin of place names, from the point of view of history, language development and 
whim is a theme of greater implication than is at once apparent. For throughout the 
world of Western geographic nomenclature rings the sound of man's deeds, attitudes, 
and accomplishments, abbreviated and commemorated by the familiar name which marks a 
street, a city, a river and a hill. A well worked out synthesis of geography and 
etymology on a level easily accessible. (9/25. 1C:59-13164) 


Cooke, David C. Putnain 
TRANSPORT PLANES THAT MADE HISTORY $2.50 


A sequel to the author's previous book on fighter planes, this book telis 
through accounts of specific crafts the less known but equally dramatic story of the 
transport plane. Struggling against tremendous bias, the men who advocated the use 
of planes for civilian purposes were as much soldiers as any fighter pilot. Obliged 
to convince a wary public of the safety of such travel, dedicated to constructing 
solid planes capable of carrying enormous loads, they started modestly with converted 
war planes from the first war, building slowly and painfully an industry that today 
ranks among the world's largest. This compact text, describes over three dozen sig- 
nificant models, giving their history, specifications, and significance. A workman- 
like text which is of utmost importance to anyone considering a permanent or temporary 
air career. Photographically illustrated. (9/30. L0:59-11427) 


Botter, David Watts 
NEWS REPORTERS AND WHAT THEY DO $3.95 


A direct and factual survey of the field of journalism, this text is 
written by David Botter, the Assistant Managing Editor of Look magazine. Addressed 
to the career minded teen-ager, the text describes the conventional training to 
which a prospective journalist should subject himself, lists the various media which 
currently employ reporters, and catalogues the possible avenues of reporting open to 
men and women. An encouraging and realistic book which says,and says well, precisely 
what one would expect such a book to say. (8/? 10:59-9796) 
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Jefferis, Barbara Morrow-Sloane 
HALF-ANGEL $3.00 
This is a poignant story of Tim, an impoverished seven-year old farm boy. In 


his home, there is not enough for subsistence, let alone for pets. But when a Siamese 
cat wanders in to Tim's life, his appreciation and love for the animal nullifies all con- 
sideration and fear as he continues to guard the Siamese as his very special treasure. 

A penetrating portrait of a rough and tumble farm, of an extremely attractive child, and 
of a very admirable cat. Full report on p. 518. (9/30. 10:59-11711) 


Duncan, Jane St. Martin's Press 
MY FRIENDS THE MISS BOYDS $3.95 


Reviewing her eighty years, the narrator looks tenderly back on her childhood 
in the highlands of Scotland. Reflected with almost childlike honesty is the tight little 
community, at once warm and austere, its pillars and eccentrics, the bonds of tragedy, 
comedy and incident that weld it together. A richly textured family story told with the 
charm of local idiom. Full report on p. 561. (9/2k) 


Wodehouse, P. G. Simon & Schuster 
FRENCH LEAVE $3.50 


The unlikely but delightful world of P.G. Wodehouse once again beckons all those 
fans of zany elegance, devilish duplicity, and the inevitable happy ending. In this story 
two irrepressible, thoroughly attractive American girls decide to have an extravagant fling 
on the continent. Romance and fortune await them, but must be reached through a labyrinth 
of ane mistaken identity and hilarious confusion. Full report on p. 563. (9/26. 

10 :59-13139 7” 


Ww 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS = 


Bigland, Eileen | Appleton-Century-Crofts 
| MARY SHELLEY $4.95 


A readable, rather domesticated retelling of the Shelleys' fascinating history. 
Herself, the daughter of two intellectuals and the author of Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 
and her husband emerge here through the author's deft, good humored detail. Richly do- 
cumented by letters from the Shelleys and their friends, this book leaves the student of 
Shelley's poetry with a new sense of his identity and the world in which he wrote. Full 
report on p. 540. (9/30. LC:59-11977) 


Gemmill & Kilgore Appleton-Century-Crofts 
DO YOU BELONG IN JOURNALISM $3.00 





The president and chief correspondent of the Wall Street Journal have assembled 
the opinions of 18 newspaper men in varied parts of the industry in an effort to determine 
whether a young person seeking a journalistic career is suitable for such work. Recomn- 
mending a liberal arts background and working experience, rather than a journalism course, 
the authors cite attributes which would indicate success, both in men and women. A help- 
ful, knowledgeable text for the career shelf. Full report on p. 594. (10/7) 








Kieran, John Houghton, Mifflin 


A NATURAL HISTORY OF NEW YORK CITY $5.75 





For those who lament the lifeless world of concrete and steel that is the city, 
the author reveals New York in an animate and surprising dimension. An extensive natural 
history, Kieran examines all aspects of life in New York--its asphalt jungles, its climate, 
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its river, lake, and pond inhabitants, its birds, invertebrates, animals, flowers 
and trees, indoors and out. Along with the inventory comes much information on 
origins, folklore, and scientific background, as well as an occasional anecdote. 
Of immediate interest to city dwellers and to students of natural science under the 
tutelage of an alluring nature guide. Full report on p. 581. (10:59-7703) 


Morison, Samuel Eliot Little Brown-(A.M.P. ) 
JOHN PAUL JONES: A Sailor's Biography $6.50 


Despite its many competitors, this biography of John Paul Jones would 
seem to be a definitive one, Concentrating on the years after Jones' acceptance of 
the new navy, here is a tale of frustration, delay, and phenomenal achievement. 

Here is a portrait of contradictions--Jones, the egoist, Jones, concerned for his 
men but unable to keep friends or loyal followers, Jones, devastating to women, 
unable to achieve a great love, an adventurer who put duty first. Fully documented, 
restrained, and packed with information of interest to any student of America or 
naval history. Full report on p. 521. (9/14. L0:59-5285) 


Graves, Robert- Introduction by Putnam-Prometheus 
THE LAROUSSE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF MYTHOLOGY (to 1/1/60) $12.50 


A translation and adaptation of the original French Encyclopedia, this is 
a standard in covering a vast area of mythology:- Prehistoric, Egyptian, Assyro- 
Babylonian, Oriental, African and American. Strikingly illustrated with over 800 
photographs and drawings, readable text, attractive format- this may well lead 
younger readers into further channels of exploration. It strikes a wide range of 
interest, and is well worth the price. Consider this for high school as well as 
public libraries. Full report on p. 581 (10/f) 


Cole, William- £d. Simon & Schuster 
THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF HUMOROUS POETRY $6.50 


An able editor has brought together a crowded collection of funny-bone 
rhyming, and given a personal note of Whats and Whys in an introduction. The twenty 
sections range from animals and eccentrics to bores and boors, to women, music, parody 
and various other categories. The old delights and the new bright rewards are here 
for practically everyone. An excellent family sharing book. Indexed by authors, 
titles, first lines. Full report on p. 596. (10/7. 1C:59-13132) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Berson, Minnie Perrin Dutton 
KINDERGARTEN: Your Child's Big Step $3.50 


Written by the Supervising Teacher at Wayne State University's College of 
Education, this book provides a helpful orientation to the parent and teacher in 
handling the child during his first school year. For parents--guidance on the 
opening day of school, forewarnings of disappointments, means of distinguishing an 
adequate program. For teachers--discussion of pre-school preparation as it has 
been instituted in some schools, means of coping with physically inadequate facil- 
ities, and general material on understanding and helping individual children. A 
small but helpful book. Full report on p. 537. (9/28. LC:59-10779) 
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Tig, Ames, Goodenough & Anderson Harper 
THE GESELL PARTY BOOK f 2.96 ~$3-50. 


Assuming that the "party™ is an organic part of our society, this text helps 
the parent orient his child from the somewhat alarmingly young age of three through his 
teens, when, finally, the child will no longer require supervision. Extremely specific 
in nature, the authors warn parents what to guard against, what disturbances are to be 
anticipated, what the general temperament of each age group is. They further recommend 
menus, activities, the number of parties appropriate for each age and carefully outline 
twelve parties in detail. Five parties, illustrated with pictures from life magazine are 
also included. A helpful, practical text for the bewildered parent and teacher. (10/14) 


Johnson, Eric W. | Lippincott 
HOW TO LIVE THROUGH JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL $3.95 


Written by the head of the Junior High School at Germantown Friends School in 
Philadelphia, this book takes a positive look at children with college expectations who 
are in grades VII, VIII, and IX. A difficult period emotionally, it is discussed in 
terms of material gathered largely from children of this age category. Parents and 
teachers will find Eric Johnson's liberal and realistic analysis of problems such as 
sexual development and education, smoking, lipstick, TV, telephone, study habits, and 
family relations a specific help in guiding the normal child. Full report on p. 543. 
(9/30. L¢:59-13080) 


RELIGIOUS JUVENILES 


Phillips, J. B. Macmillan 
A MAN CALLED JESUS $2.50 


When a theologian of the stature and reputation of J. B. Phillips (author of 
Letters to Young Churches and The Young Church in Action) turns to the juvenile field, 
one looks for a vitalizing. and exciting experience of sincere spiritual value. So it is 
with considerable trepidation that one acknowledges deep disappointment in this series of 
26 dramatic sketches, based on significant phases in the life of Christ. His purpose- 
stated in the Preface- "...this simple imaginative approach to familiar stories may help 
others.... to picture for themselves more readily the kind of circumstances which may 
clothe the bare bones of the Gospel..." The BBC origin of this material suggests perhaps. 
the too patent modernizing of the "bare bones" so that their spiritual force is completely 
shrouded in the process. Neither fundamentalists nor most of the Anglican persuasion 
(to which he belongs) can accept such extreme popularization, unmoved and unprotesting. 
(10/13. 10:59-12520) 
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MUST BOOKS 


October 9 


Costain, Thomas B. Doubleday 
THE DARKNESS AND THE DAWN $3.95 


* A novel of the struggle for power between the Hun, Attila, "the Scourge of 
God", who sought dominance of the then known world (5th century) and Aetius, dictator 
of Rome. And of a second struggle in a plateau kingdom, threatened by Attila's con- 
quest, where two families - the Roymarcks and the Ildeburghs, are leaders; and of a 
third family, in the person of the grasping Ranno, who had taken over the Ildeburghs' 
holdings for himself- when Nicolan of the Ildeburghs and his mother were sold into 
Roman slavery... How Nicolan made his comeback; how his love for the golden-haired 
daughter of the Roymarcks proved a guiding star in his life; how the great horses of 
the plateau prove a factor in the plot development - all add up to a story of perhaps 
more pace and gusto than some of Costain's historical panoramas. A way of life- in 
meticulous detail- provides a colorful setting. Good entertainment - and pleasantly 
informative. (LC: 59-11583) 


October yw 


du Maurier, Daphne | Doubleday 
THE BREAKING POINT $3.95 


A haunting series of stories, in most cases putting it up to the reader to 
interpret the final outcome - in all cases using the device of the moment in life when 
emotion or reason reaches the point of tension beyond which something snaps. Several 
stories, poignant and evocative, deal with children; three situations might well be 
defined as psychotic - though as one reads, sympathy and understanding are wholly com- 
mitted; one seems symbolically more the story of a country than of its people. In this 
collection, as in The Apple Tree, Daphne du Maurier's peerless craftmanship, her eerie 
sense of the macabre, her gift for sheer story telling come to full fruition. (LC:59-12610) 


Wellman, Paul I. 7 Doubleday 
THE FIERY FLOWER $3.95 


A wholly new kind of book for Paul Wellman- this feat of imagination, charged 
with mysticism. The germ of the idea, possibly, came from wondering what sort of life 
might have been involved in the destruction of the remote Pacific islands by the atomic 
blasts. But instead of manmade destruction, Wellman has chosen forces of nature-earth- 
quake, volcanic eruption, tidal wave; he has placed on his island two virtually natural 
creatures- male and female, a colony of lepers, and one white man, held prisoner with 
the vilest sort of chains; and he has injected into this situation, an actress, beauti- 
ful, worldly, a victim of a plane crash. And then he has brought to bear the super- 
natural, mystical forces - and the natural forces of lust, jealousy, power, fear,for a 
story that defies the credulity but holds the reader with fascinated absorption.... 
Here is something of the weird tropical atmosphere of Green Mansions - and something, 
too, of the other worldliness of Jacquetta Hawkes' Providence Island (see report p-156) 
(LC: 59-12660) 
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October 29 11/13 


Faulkner, William Random House - 
THE MANSION $4.75 


This third and final volume of a trilogy (preceded by The Hamlet in 1940 and 
The Town in 1957) traces the pattern created by the lives of the indomitable Snopes clan 
from 1908 through the aftermath of World War II. Faulkner divides this work into three 
sections, each of which is named for a member of the Snopes family: "Mink", the petulant 
bitter, and child-like farmer who kills Jack Houston and spends his 38 years in Parchman 
Penitentiary planning the murder of his cousin Flem who failed to come to his aid at the 
murder trial; "Linda", the daughter of Eula Varner (Flem's wife) who marries a Greenwich 
Village sculptor and goes with him to fight in the Spanish Civil War, where he is killed, 
and she becomes deaf and returns to Mississippi; and finally "Flem", the Snopes for whom 
even the life of a wife and daughter are not too much to sacrifice in his selfish, fierce, 
and ignorant struggle for money and material control. Mr. Faulkner has been writing about 
the Snopes family for 34 years, and there is not a particle of their characters or their 
little world of Yoknapatawpha County, Mississippi, that he does not know intimately. 
Those readers who are acquainted with the Snopes family and the author's highly distinctive 
stylistic mastery will not be disappointed in this book and will, I think, agree that 
"Linda" (the middle section) is one of Faulkner's most sensitive and intensely dramatic 
creations. (LC: 59-10811) 


A Gamble These-— But Watch Them 


The name- with the LOLITA connotations- may attract a curious public to a wholly dif- 

ferent type of novel by Vladimir Nabokov, INVITATION TO A BEHEADING (Putnam); Margery 

Sharp has her fans- a loyal crew- and they will find a different taste appeal in her € 
fable, THE RESCUERS (Little, Brown). There's one distinct possibility in TOWN BURNING 

by Thomas Williams (Macmillan). Reports in section following. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


September 24 


Arenal, Humberto Hill & Wang 
cloth; $2.50 
THE SUN BEATS DOWN paper; $1.50 


A Novella of the Cuban Revolution has been written by a young Cuban, translated 
from the Spanish by Joseph M. Bernstein, and based on a recent incident, brief and brutal. 
Some young men in the Movement, Luis, Paco, Chino, and Luis' girl- Cuca, decide to break 
up Batista's publicity stunt, when he brings in a Mexican boxer, by kidnapping him from 
the lobby of a hotel. This is successful- but in the pursuit to follow, Cuca is taken by 
the police and hideously manhandled, Paco is killed, and Luis- on the run- is forced to 
leave Cuca behind...A young writer handles the language of violence effectively- leaves 
this as an afterthought: "Revolutions are easy to make. Especially in Cuba. Here there's 
always someone ready to die. The real test is what you do after you've won." Another test 
to be faced is American apathy- certainly in terms of popular readership. (LC: 59-14144) 


September 28 


Morrill, George McGraw-Hill 
DARK SEA RUNNING $4.50 2 1'@ 


Decidedly not for the squeamish (the vocabulary is sometimes richer than D. H. 
Lawrence's, if not so precise) this novel of life in the merchant marine during the late 
war is, nevertheless, surprisingly moving. The method of narration - innumerable short 
first-person monologues by various members of the ship's crew - has been used before, and 
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the story is not startling in originality. In as much as there is one, the plot re- 
lates, obliquely, the degeneration of Captain Falk of the tanker Auburn Ridge from a 
brave, intelligent, kindly officer to the point where he becomes capable of committing 
an atrocity on the enemy more brutal than most. Swift and slightly too poetic justice 
overtakes him and his entire crew. The distinction of Dark Sea Running lies in the 
author's allowing his characters considerably more intelligence and sensitivity than 
is customary in fictional men at war, so that they actually emerge as worthwhile in- 
dividuals, and in the deeply felt compassion with which he views all their actions 

and relationships. (LC: 59-14460) 


October 8 | Y 


Sutcliff, Rosemary Coward-McCann 
RIDER ON A WHITE HORSE $4.50 


Sir Thomas Fairfax is the rider and White Surrey is the horse and this is the 
story of their three years of war on the Parliamentarian side against the Royalists in 
the West Riding country. The landscape is made up of the unending battles and the — 
countryside, and against it the marriage of Anne and Tom matures in their sorrows, 
their meetings and partings. After the death of their younger daughter, Anne insists 
on traveling with Tom, against and in besieged towns, with and without their young 
daughter, Moll. When taken prisoner, Anne is the means of changing Royalist orders 
for a complete sack, to that of merciful surrender for a town that is captured. At 
last she must stay at home when Cromwell urges and struggles for a united army, to know 
that Tom can never leave the cause in which he has fought so steadfastly. The course 
of the 17th century civil war is followed in meticulous detail as are the shifts in 
contemporary thought and feeling, and the historical characters are each given their 
share of vitality; but it is in the little scenes framing the central characters that 
a warmth and sentiment is strongest. For the serious reader of English historical 
fiction, this should be most satisfying and rewarding. (LC: 59-11454) 


Christie, Robert | - Doubleday 
THE TREMBLING LAND $3.95 


Set in Wyoming in the 1880's, this is the story of a man on the run by the 
author of Inherit the Night. When Ike Canton, a cowhand in his fifties, a man of good 
instincts, halted the hysterical lynching of a Negro friend for rape and shot the in- 
stigator bully, Stormont, he acted against his better judgment and committed himself 
irreparably to a hunted life. Having interfered in the fate of another human being, 
with disastrous results, he swore that he would never involve himself again with anyone 
else, a counsel he ignored at the next opportunity when he found an abandoned baby and 
decided to raise him as his son. Established on a cattle ranch, Canton devoted himself 
to the young boy, Mede, but insecurity, suspicion and constant alertness was the price 
he paid waiting for Stormont to catch up with him. Canton becomes convinced that their 
life together is threatened by the young woman Mede wants to marry and when eventually 
Stormont shows up Canton no longer has any resistance. In a last minute rescue Mede 
kills his father's nemesis and seals the breach between them. This is written in a 
highly expressive and remarkably descriptive style which is often superior to the 
theme and which does not always account for the characters' motivation. (LC:59-10662) 


October 15 


Lott, Milton Houghton, Mifflin 
DANCE BACK THE BUFFALO $4.50 


This extends the canvas of The Last Hunt (Houghton, Mifflin Literary Fellow- 
ship Novel, 1954) to cover a period from August, 1889, to December, 1890, at the Arrow 
Creek Indian reservation during which the tribe's life blood is dissipated in its adop- 
tion of the Ghost Dance which is to signal the return of the land to the Indians and 
the freedom from white supervision. Westland Roberts, artist and Indian student, 
earns the respect of Turning Hawk, his son Crazy Walking, and their descendant, blind, 
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deaf Little Wound. He is the means, too, of releasing Leah from the domination of her 
preacher husband, Martin, whose mission to stamp out paganism among the Indians is the 
cause of insecurity brought about by those same pagans' rituals and traditions. Ina % 
series of linked episodes, Crazy Walking, who has had Christian training outside, reverts 
to his old Indian beliefs, loses his older son and his baby daughters, and offers himself 
in death as a token of his race. Leah and Martin lose their daughter and, while Leah 
grows in fellowship with the tribe, Martin, repelled and attracted, perverts his own re- 
ligion in failing to show tolerance for that of his charges. After a cattle ride, which 
stimulates a buffalo hunt, and the mounting hysteria of the Ghost Dance that is sparked 
by the lack of supplies for the Indians, the massacre, on the part of white soldiers, 
that follows is the finale for the Indians - and a future for Roberts, Leah, Little 

Wound - and an orphaned Indian baby. A documentary, this is admirable in its precise 
annotations of Indian customs, beliefs and practices, in its feeling for the drama and 
tragedy of the conflict of red and white races, - but the ability for all of this does 
not hold steady on the whole story line. Sociologically, culturally and racially of 
interest, this may be too absorbed in its subject for wide popular appeal. (LC: 58-9068) 


October 15 


Fall, Thomas Rinehart 
THE JUSTICER $3.50 


A story of the late 19th century and a border town of southern Kansas where a 
hanging judge, a "little man with the big gavel", is one of the last to serve as a repre- 
sentative of the Federal District and Circuit Court. Judge Ring, unchallenged in this 
capacity, has become a wholesale executioner. Now he is threatened by Angus De Wolfe, 

a criminal lawyer, asked- by his own unmarried daughter Janet- to appeal the case of an 

Indian boy who has been her student and who now has been found guilty in her father's 

court of the murder of a white family. De Wolfe, militant in his belief that justice ee 
cannot be served on a gallows in a courtyard, takes the case, finds new evidence which 

will clear the youngster, and also gives to Janet Ring the strength to turn against her 

father and share the life he offers her.... A novel of the West, one step removed from the 
western but several paces ahead, this is firm and forceful entertainment. (LC: 59-12302) 


October 1 i 


Chevalier, Haakon Putnam 
THE MAN WHO WOULD BE GOD $4.95 


When W.W.II breaks out, Dr. Sebastian Bloch, a brilliant American physicist who 
has expressed his idealism and love for humanity through left-wing activities in an aca- 
demic community, is chosen to lead the group of scientists who are feverishly attempting 
to harness atomic energy. His appointment necessitates a ruthlessly demoralizing security 
clearance which unwittingly entangles the lives of Mark Ampter, the man who has been enm- 
ployed by the U.S. security service to report Sebastian's movements for many years on the 
university campus prior to his appointment and who, as an economics professor, had developed 
such genuine respect and fondness for the scientist that he had attempted to extricate 
himself from his double rote; Mark's wife Eve; and of Sebastian's wife Tanya, who had been 
an active member of the Communist Party prior to her marriage. The author has woven so 
many true facts about W.W. II, American social, academic, and political problems peculiar 
to this particular period into his novel, and his characters are so skillfully drawn and 
motivated that this should be an exciting story for American readers. (LC: 59-12001) 


Wibberley, Leonard f Putnam = 
THE QUEST OF EXCALIBUR $3.50 


A ditch digger and a lord, both feeling the need of leadership, are responsible 
for the return of King Arthur, whose 16th century mind approaches 20th century problems 
with firm integrity. And there is the Princess Pamela, who resigns from her "job", and, 
in escaping with American Chuck Manners, joins up with the King, digger Cibber, and Sir 
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Timothy. Spirited spirits and articulate humans underline the drabness of ordinances 
and the stupidities of government, and the quest for Excalibur leads them to what was 
Arthur's Camelot and there they establish that if there is no glory - there is only 
commonness. The vision of the sword is the sign for the Princess to accept her re- 
sponsibilities and begin her own quest. A limpid piece, this handles its fantasy with 
Sureness, and its treatment of today's confining practices with much humor. Add the 
T.H. White to the Wibberley market for this. (LC: 59-12007) 


October 19 






Barnes, Margaret Campbell Macrae-Smith 
KING'S FOOL $3.95 





Seen by Will Somers, this is his view of King Henry VIII, his six wives and 
of the years until his ruler's death. A country lad, Shropshire-born, Will was raised 
by a farmer uncle, chanced to become part of Master Richard Fermor's house- and fell 
in love with the daughter of this Northamptonshire squire. Will's talents of mimicry, 
his wit and repartee helped to save Joanna's life; helped later when he was able, as 
Henry's Fool, to comfort Katharine of Aragon's daughter, Mary, and to influence, in 
small ways, Henry himself. The tempestuous life with Ann Boleyn as Queen, the short 
marriage with Jane Seymour, the dismay during that with Anne of Cleves (when Will 
married his Joanna), the duplicity of Katharine Howard's tenure as Queen - and the 
final period of disintegration with the widow Katharine Parr - are all told with in- 
timacy and a sense of participation with Will ever on hand for the latest gossip as 
well as for a direct and warm relationship with the King. This chapter of history has 
had more than one retelling but the emphasis here is on its protagonists as humans 
rather than as political symbols or legendary portraits, and as such offers companion- 
able reading, in line with other titles by this author. (LC: 59-13261) 


October 20° OC 


Malm, Dorothea Coward- McCann 
THE PAPER MISTRESS $h .50 


For those who enjoyed To The Castle- Claire, etc., this records the romantic 
reverses of Sophronia Arabella Alice Plattner, orphaned at fifteen. Young enough to 
be foolish, she is an easy mark for Alonzo Odell who marries her for her small inheri- 
tance, takes her to England on a pretext, runs through her money at the races, and 
hurries her to the continent ahead of his creditors. Sinned against, she is also 
forced to sin when Odell bullies her into a liaison with wealthy Frederic Chichley and 
it has its consequences- a child to replace the little girl which had died. Back in 
England, she is eventually abandoned by Odell, repudiated by a former suitor, and de- 
prived of her little boy- when Odell kidnaps and sells him. A forlorn figure, she is 
rescued by an old friend from America who plans to return her there when a chance meet- 
ing with Frederic also reunites her with her child.... A pre-Victorian period pastry, 
you know the way this crumpet is going to crumble- but even so, the costume-trimmed 
sentimental adversities are handled with a certain felicity for feminine readers. 


(LC: 59-13098) 


Styron, William- £d. Dutton 
BEST SHORT STORES FROM $4.00 
THE PARIS REVIEW 


In his introduction to this collection of fifteen stories from the seven year 
old literary magazine, William Styron notes that the Paris Review publishes the most 
promising fiction--not the greatest, not stories representing one school of writing. 
This is the strength of this collection. Uneven it may be, and made up too much of 
excerpts; but lacking in interest and variety of style, viewpoint and characterization 
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it is not. Among those authors represented (the writers are chiefly American) are Philip 
Roth, Jack Kerouac, Samuel Beckett, Evan S. Connell, Mac Hyman, Patti Hill. One regrets 

that the editor didn't see fit to include some of his work and that of his fellow staff e 
members. For those readers who like to keep au courant With present day writing and do 

not demand the definitive in short story collections. (LC: 59-10771) 


October 20 


Williams, Thomas Macmillan 
TOWN BURNING $4.50 


* John Cotter returns reluctantly to the smug New England town from where he had 
escaped via the G.I. Bill and foreign study fellowships. His older and much hated brother 
Bruce is dying of a brain tumor, and his possessive mother and stunned father requested 
John's presence. Upon his return he discovers what sfort of person he is (or rather, 
could be)- through the love of a girl who made an unfortunate marriage, through his bro- 
ther's secret diary, through his parents' reactions to Bruce's dying state, through his 
friendship for the town ne'er-do-well and through the events leading up to and culminating 
in the violence and fury of a forest fire. A second novel by the runner-up in Macmillan's 
fiction contest this displays a commendable skill in portraying characters in the round 
and in dealing with strong emotions, simple moral questions and complicated acts of vio- 
lence. Although not likely to be a best seller, the author shows more than promise,- an 
avoidance of the stereotype that should augur well for future books. (LC: 59-11292) 


October 21 


Sarraute, Nathalie Braziller 
MARTEREAU $3.75 


Portrait of a Man Unknown introduced (in translation from the French) a highly 
experimental talent and technique to an American audience last year- presumably a mar- 
ginal one. Again this is an attempt to extend, and refine, the roman d’analyse,-— to take 
a precision instrument reading of the most subtle intuitions, intimations, emanations (a 
featured word), inflections,- to try to reach while failing to do so the hidden truth be- 
hind the apparent attitude or overt statement. The central character, unnamed, is an 
invalid, living with his uncle, his aunt and his cousin (also unnamed)- and while his 
illness affords him a "muffled, slow motion" existence at best, it also enables him to 
indulge his spectator penchant. His consciousness streams- uninterruptedly- through the 
pages here which are concerned only with- superficially at least- the transfer of some 
money and the title of a house to a friend of his uncle's, Martereau. Martereau has sug- 
gested the purchase of this house to his uncle, as a tax evasion device, but in the days 
which follow suspicions are occasioned, motives impugned and then retracted, and alerted 
again- while their object is a moving target (Martereau? his uncle? himself?). It is all 
in all a very sterile exercise of intellect in an area where emotions are engaged and 
destroyed, and the end result is also a compromise- between admiration and irritation. 
(LC: 59-12067) | 7 

October 22 ts 


Brick, John Doubleday 
THE STRONG MEN $3.95 


With this the ninth book in as many years presenting sundry panels of America 
at war (the Revolution and the Civil War), John Brick writes with thorough command of 
his material. The Strong Men characterizes the "rebels" who survived the grim horrors 
of Valley Forge, the cold, the hunger, the disease, the lack of clothing and equipment. 
It characterizes, too, those who painfully came to know that there was something in a 
spirit stronger than the trained thousands pitted against them. Matt Hill was no Tory, 
but he didn't share his father's unflagging confidence in ultimate victory- and his quest- 
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ioning cost him dear. He brought his company back, when their enlistment ended, back 
to the beautiful and fertile valley lying west of Highland Landing and the Hudson. 
But his father- and even more his mother- were responsible for his return- along with 
all the others. The story carries through the ordeal of Valley Forge, the staunch 
and brilliant efforts of Anthony Wayne and the "miracle" wrought by Baron von Steuben, 
tested and proved despite the betrayal of Charles Lee at Monmouth Junction. There's 
a love story woven through, but it is subordinate to the conflict that works itself 
out in Matt Hill. This kind of writing enlivens the details of an old war, and makes 
it live again. (LC: 59-12617) 7 

October on” 


Nye, Bud Doubleday 
STAY LOOSE $3.95 


As told by Ferriss Bracken, this is a fresh, free swinging, and pretty funny 
account of what happens when magnate C.K. Dick (Dick-a-Magic appliances) buys a Na- 
tional League ball club and puts St. Paul in the majors; and of how Dick-a-Magic's 
young Dr. Leirfallom, personnel psychologist and the outstanding authority on job-skill 
complexes, applies her Univac machinery and her pretty head to figuring out that some 
natives, from Micronesia, with no "preconditioning to the emotional flummery of Amer- 
ican baseball" will stay loose- and belt that ball; and of the sensational season 
which gets underway when their team of dark-skinned Nutitians is imported. If at 
first their fielding is pretty dismal, and their base-running somnabulistic, the 
Nutitians are startling long ball hitters so that the team, which was in the cellar, 
climbs into first place, wins the pennant and the Series.... Not the wistful, almost 
legendary quality of the Mark Harris saga, this has a more elemental, effervescent 
appeal and Bud Nye is a quick man with a quip. He should connect- somewhere around 
home plate. (LC: 59-11605) 


Weiss, David Doubleday 
THE SPIRIT AND THE FLESH $4.00 4, 94 


To readers who are not embarrassed by these somewhat gushy pages, this fic- 
tionized biography of Isadora Duncan will prove interesting. In the novel, the name 
is "Lenora Malcolm"- but the pattern of the plot follows Isadora Duncan's career from 
her birth in 1878 to her death around 1927, and covers her unconventional story, her | 
search for lovers, her illegitimate children, her heavy drinking, her rapid decay, 
and the famous sick-minded episode with the mad young Russian poet who drank up her 
money and then kilied himself after a disastrous American tour with her. Readers of 
sterner fibre will find some of the passages difficult to take...When at twelve, she 
is asked why she wants to dance she replies, "Because nature dances and I want to be 
beautiful." And later- "Society will always find the artist and self expression strange 
and difficult...I must dance for the artists, for those who have the imagination to 
appreciate me. I must...I must." Against this it is hard to recognize her genius. 

(LC: 59-12659) 


de Wohl, Louis Lippincott 
CITADEL OF GOD $4.50 


This is a novel of St. Benedict, another in de Wohl's series of fictionalized 
biographies of the saints. In sixth century Rome under Theoderich the Goth, young Ben- 
edictus becomes the tutor of Peter, adopted son of the philosopher Boethius. Failing 
to influence the boy, Benedictus leaves Rome for the life of a hermit convinced that 
Roman life offered only obstacles to the spiritual life. From this point on, though 
the author pays cursory attention to Benedict's spiritual development and the founding 
of his monastic system, the story is: concerned largely with the social upheaval of the 
times and Peter's career in political machination. Having plotted for years with 
Justinian to undermine the kingdom of the Goths, Peter eventually becomes Imperial 
Governor of Italy and Sicily only to find that his goal of power and influence is an 
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ever-receding one. Desperate and afraid he comes to Mount Cassinum and Benedict for for- 
giveness, finally dies repentant. Though competent enough as a limited social document, 
the novel leaves the area of spiritual motivation and implication relatively untouched. 


(LC: 59-13076) 


October 22 


Wiener, Norbert Random House 
THE TEMPTER $3.75 


The Tempter is engineer-scientist Gregory James, educated in Switzerland, born 
in Russia, chief engineer of William Controls and a pioneer of control devices in marine 
engineering and automation. Combining to an unusual degree pure science with a love of 
business manipulations, James leads into temptation Diego Dominguez, a mediocre scientist 
with a big reputation, whom his company needs as a "cover" for their quasi-legal borrow- 
ing of ideas from an English eccentric self-taught engineering genius. James had little 
personal life (his one and only love died young); he considered his employer's children 
almost as his own; and the novel is written in the form of a letter to the eldest son. 
This fictional apologia pro vita sua, the first novel of one of the world's foremost 
mathematicians, is as might be expected from Wiener an interesting, authentic, quite 
definite and easily understandable picture of a part of the world of applied science 
over the past 40 years. All the more disappointing in contrast is the author's pedes- 
trian use of language. An above average novel by virtue of its subject and the reputa- 
tion of its author. (LC: 59-10838) 


October 23 


Nabokov, Viadimir Putnam 
INVITATION TO A BEHEADING $3.95 


Written long before Lolita, twenty five years ago, this is both a specific 
study in terrorism- and an allegory of Man in prison (Life) awaiting his own execution 
for the vague crime of being Different (Alive). As Nabokov says in his preface, he has 
been compared to Kafka, and there :s a resemblance to Kafka, to many others, in the 
mysterious imprisonment, the impotent seeking, in the confused dream of officialdom. 

But the long, nightmare, hopeless quality of Kafka is actually quite different from this 
brilliant, fractured reality in which all ugly, ordinary things are present but displaced; 
all friends, foes; all escapes,- carefully planned delusions, in an incredibly detailed 
and propped stage set which the hero demolishes at the last possible moment by refusing 
to believe, any more, in the necessity of his own destruction. The evolution of betrayals, 
of private pleas for understanding, freedom and/or acceptance, makes this frequently an 
agonizing book to read, as is life itself for certain people. There is as well a des- 
perate, farcical humor. As the author himself says of this book- "Most may not see it 

but I know a few readers who will jump up, ruffling their hair".... Obviously not for the 
market of Jolita- but critical attention should help to bring this to the attention of 

an intellectually fastidious audience. 


October 26 


Webber, Gordon Little, Brown 
WHAT END BUT LOVE $4.75 


The story of the Hobart family of Basswood, Michigan:- old Holly, his sons and 
daughter-- Ripley the successful automobile company executive; Carrie poor but happy; 
Randall the minister; Ella the embittered, estranged wife of a banker who failed in the 
Crash; John and Bud, auto factory workers; and LaVerne crushed by the Depression- is 
centered around the annual family reunion on Memorial Day. It is particularly memorable 
this spring, in the late '30's because the old man is planning to remarry and has de- 
cided not to sell his farm to an expanding automobile company. He dies in the attempt 
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to put out a barn fire thus symbolizing one of the novel's themes- the inexorable en- 
croachment of the machine age on the old agrarian pattern of life. The other theme- 
the meaning of a family- is exemplified by chapters dealing with the individual 
Hobarts and the interrelationship of generations. A lusty, multi-plotted but unified 
story told with considerable narrative skill and color, this suffers from pretentious 
patches of poetic writing.... after the style of Thomas Wolfe. (LC: 59-11890) 


October 26 


O'Donnell, Eugene ‘Rinehart 
BERDOO $3.50 


Alcide Berdoo, handsome, young, self-educated, Paul Bunyanesque logger, 
outwits a genial New Hampshire tycoon and sets himself up as a lumber baron. While 
casually doing this, he falls in love with a lusty wench of good family, engages in 
marathon sprees from White River Junction to Boston with the town's rich assortment 
of eccentrics. He also earns the murderous hatred of a priggish young businessman 
who has committed murder once to win the affections of Berdoo's girl, and has no 
compunctions about killing again. As long as this essentially light-hearted and 
earthy novel sticks to the simpler sides of New Hampshire life today it reads like 
a Northern Erskine Caldwell; however it gets rather out of its depth when dealing 
with the psychopatiic and neurotic. (LC: 59-13735) 


October 27 


Ballard, James Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LONG WAY THROUGH Pt 


Spear Williams' mother died when he was a baby; he is brought up by his 
father in the backwoods of West Virginia. The two were very close, and when Spear's 
father is killed by a cave-in,Spear is taken by an aunt- and then enlists in the Air 
Corps. He never feels close to anyone, until he meets Lamar Butler, a Staff Sergeant, 
@ college man and one time officer. And then he meets Selma Dee, who works part-time 
on the Georgia base where Spear is studying electronics. He marries her and life 
seems settled. But Lamar has a truck accident, for which he blames Spear- and a 
court martial puts Spear in a stockade. On his release he finds that Selma too has 
turned against him. With both props knocked out from under, Spear starts the down- 
ward path - drinking, fighting and finally assaulting an officer with military prison 
again the result. Then he finds Geneva,whose belief in him saves him from himself... 
Rather a commonplace story, but with recognition factors in the budding sense of 
character and situation. The author's style is labored and jerky- the content ob- 
-viously autobiographical. But it has some indications that if he emerges from his 
own past he will write a better book. (LC: 59-13107) 


October-29 || iv 


Sharp, Margery Little, Brown 
THE RESCUERS $3.00 


absurd and beguiling fantasy in which a trio of mice perform a heroic 
rescue of a Norwegian poet from the dungeon of an impregnable prison. Here are all - 
the elements of gang plotting, of ingenious execution, of hairbreadth escape, scaled 
down to the size of the rescuers, and geared to the elements that would provide dif- 
ficulties, from transportation over the seas to communication in a strange language 
and to circumventing the horrendous cat of the head jailor. The story is ingenious, 
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almost credible as one reads. There is sly humor and digs at human counterparts. Here 
is a tale made to order for Walt Disney - but a strange departure for Margery Sharp. 


(LC: 59-6477) 
October 30 2 


Carney, Otis Houghton, Mifflin 
YESTERDAY'S HERO $3.95 


Roddy Mackin, light footed to begin with, has never gotten over the war and 
is still "flying backwards"- from Mississippi to Texas to California- from oil to uran- 
ium to the possibility of a fast buck in real estate, in Baja,California. During a 
week of revelation and resolution here, his wife, Kitty, in an attempt to settle him 
down threatens to leave him- and Roddy flies (his plane is his only tangible security 
left him) to Las Vegas to connect with a gambler, Kalligan, and try and interest him 
in his real estate proposition. Kalligan goes with him- and a girl- to Baja, but the 
plane is brought down (and ruined) in a canyon, Roddy starts walking, and the girl 
follows him, to get help for Kalligan and it is a rough ordeal- without food and water. 
Exhausted, they are found in @ graveyard by the priest- "the miracle of the canyon"- 
Kitty joins him and offers him a second chance, as does Kalligan, to prove his land 
and thereby himself.... More plausible- and exciting- are the elements of physical 
survival in the trek across the desolate canyons and desert, as against the emotional 
salvation in which the fuller psychological explanations are a little fuzzy. As such 
it qualifies best as superficial entertainment- perhaps more for men than women- but 
it reads right along. (LC: 59-12183) 


Three for the Money and Four to Go 
Two Mysteries; One Western; One S.F. 


September 25 


Siodmak, Curt Crown 
SKYPORT $3.50 


Lee Powers draws up the blueprint for a hotel in space, and it is made possible 
through the backing of two men- Wharton and Kettner- who form an uneasy partnership. 
Kettner, living in the past- with the image of his dead wife- rather than the future, 
is a ruthless figure, and when the hotel- in its first stages- disintegrates in thin air- 
it is suggested that it might be sabotage- Kettner's. Powers, an idealist, continues 
with his plans which become possible only after Kettner's dangerous interference is sub- 
dued.... One of the splashier schemes, this often sounds like the prospectus for an inter- 
stellar Hilton- and there's Scotch in a "global glass" to go with it, Synthetic. 

(LC: 59-14017) 


October 16 


Latimer, Jonathan Random House 
BLACK IS THE FASHION FOR DYING $3.75 


Writer Richard Blake, director Josh Gordon, producer Karl Fabro, and long time 
star Caresse are involved in the reworking of a picture script with Caresse who, in her 
treatment of these, and assorted others, asks to be killed. Which she is and it is 
through Josh Gordon's unremitting needling that her death and another's do not go with- 
out punishment. The Hotlywoou scene in slick, sharp scrimmaging. (LC: 59-9893) 








August 15, 1959 Two Mysteries; One Western; One Science Fiction -619- 


October 22 


Waugh, Hillary Doubleday 
SLEEP LONG, MY LOVE $2.95 


A dismembered body in a deserted house proves to be a dead end for the 
Connecticut police as well, since only some initials on some luggage identify the 
dead woman. A grocery boy's description of a car leads to a door to door salesman- 
not the murderer, and while a systematic search fails to produce- a hunch finally 


pays off.... Fine points of police procedure make up a tracer which is also a teaser. 
It is well handied. (1C0:59-12657) 


October 27% 


Naughton, Edmond Macmillan 
MCCABE $2.95 


Few words, and none of them wasted, tell the story of McCabe, a gambler, 
who chose a small town where he could set up the biggest game and run it alone, and 
Mrs. Miller, the town's fancy woman- and his. But the Snake River Mining Company 
decides to break up his hold; a gunslinger tries to shoot him- and there are more 
callers to come; Mrs. Miller's love for him, long unacknowledged, cannot stop him- 
and he is alone as he backs up his stake with a gun.... One man showdown- and well 
handled. (10:59-9710) 


N ON - rt ¢€ + t @ 
No Peaks- A Goodly Number of Plateaus 


There'll be a selective but eager market for Lin Yutang’s FROM PAGAN TO CHRISTIAN 
(Worid); a loyal following for Kathleen Norris’ autobiography, FAMILY GATHERING 
(Doubleday)- and a more contemporary group for Catherine Drinker Bowen's lively 
ADVENTURES OF A BIOGRAPHER (Little, Brown-AMP),. The second volume of Diana Cooper's 
memoirs sets the key for THE LIGHT OF COMMON DAY (Houghton, Mifflin). An odd but 
fascinating bit is Robert Daley's THE WORLD BENEATH THE CITY (Lippincott). Farley 
Mowat’s portrait of the Eskimos is a challenge- THE DESPERATE PEOPLE (Little, Brown). 
History is enriched by Garrett Mattingly’s ARMADA (Houghton, Mifflin). And the annals 
of crime has a recorder in Geoffrey Bocca'’s exploration of THE LIFE AND DEATH OF 

SIR HARRY OAKES (Doubleday). 


September 14 


Hardin, Garrett Rinehart 
NATURE AND MAN'S FATE $6.00 


Biology, of all the natural sciences, is most closely linked to human ac- 
tivity and growth. In his discussion of eugenics and evolution, Garrett Hardin, a 
distinguished biologist, shows himself committed to the welding of this link. Re- 
viewing the lives and theories of prominent biologists--Darwin, Mendel, Haldane, 
Muller--he not only clearly expounds their scientific premises, but goes far in exan- 
ining their philosophical and sociological ramifications in today's world and the 
world of the future. Raising many pertinent but controversial questions, Dr. Hardin 
investigates the advantages and dangers of a eugenically planned society, questions 
the valor of mutations evolved through extraneous forces such as radiation. He 
concludes that change based on spontaneous mutation and natural selection result in 
species of a qualitatively different nature, the whole effect of his argument tending 
to subdue the eager experimenter who- staring into a microscope- believes that he has 
"the whole world in his hands." A final plea for subsidization of pure scientific 
research once more shows the author to be a man profoundly cognizant of the social 
and psychological climate of his time. A book not restricted to scientists, Nature 
rie Man's B) should appeal to the informed reader who is willing to pause and ponder. 
LC :59-9528 
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Clark, Michael K. Praeger * 
ALGERIA IN TURMOIL $6.00 


For more than four years Michael Clark served as a correspondent in North and 
West Africa for the ¥.Y. Times. This History of the Rebellion is an extensive and pene- 
trating analysis of the disturbances which have always beset the French administration of 
Algeria and a highly detailed account of the explosive rebellions and counter-measures 
since May of 1945. First of all Clark's point of view is directly opposed to those liber- 
als in France, especially the progressive Catholics headed by Mauriac, who advocate the 
independence of Algeria and who are tentatively supported by a hesitant U.S. policy anxious 
to disavow colonialism and propitiate Arab nationalism while maintaining Western solidar- 
ity. He demonstrates that Algeria, as it is today - "a highly developed plural state ad- 
ministered as an extension of Metropolitan France but drawing its personality in part from 
the desert, in part from the four corners of the Mediterranean"- could not possibly sur- 
vive independence and that the rebellions there have been falsely represented as the ex- 
pression of a popular aspiration. He has nothing but disrespect for those publicists who, 
he says, have labored to depict the repression in Algeria as more heinous than the rebel- 
lion and who have attempted to internationalize the problem through the U.N. He points 
out that "the experience of the first two years of Moroccan and Tunisian independence has 
not been kind tcthose who held that essential French positions in North Africa could be 
safeguarded only if the terms of the nationalists were accepted without reservation." 
His conclusion: "the conversion of Algeria's archaic society are the great challenge 
facing France." Not a book for a large general audience, this is similar in outlook but 
further reaching than Germaine Tillion's Algeria published by Knopf last year. 


September 28 a 


Shneiderman, S.L. Horizon Press 
THE WARSAW HERESY $4.95 


Gleaned primarily from personal communication and travel in Poland, this is an 
account (written by a man whose native tongue is Polish) of the events which preceded the 
bloodless revolt against Moscow in October, 1956, the most important participants in that 
event, and the changes which have been effected in Poland since that time through the 
spring of 1959. Mr. Shneiderman presents comprehensive pictures of Gomulka, the hero of 
the 1956 revolt; of Kolakowski, the brilliant young intellectual whose ideas continue to 
exert a strong influence on Polish politics; of the Church-State paradox and Cardinal 
Wyszynski's role in it; of Cracow, the "fortress of reaction"; and of the newly erected 
city of Nowa Huta, the "showplace of communism". Written in the style of a factual, 
journalistic report, the book stresses throughout the manner in which Poland deviates 
startlingly from other countries behind the Iron Curtain- since October, 1956, the free- 
dom of expression, the suppression of the police terror, the stoppage of forced collecti- 
vization and reaffirmation of the right of the peasant to own land, and the truce that 
was concluded with the Catholic Church. This is a clear and enlightening addition to our 
knowledge of the forms of communism on the contemporary scene. 


Gigon, Fernand Roy 
FORMULA FOR DEATH $3.50 


In translation from the French, this puts between covers all the known findings 
about the detonation of the atomic bombs at Hiroshima and Nagasaki- their immediate ef- 


fects in terms of massive devastation and hideous human disfigurement, and their not com- 
pletely calculable menace to the world that has survived them. Gigon has the statistics 
at his fingertips (the first bomb killed 80,000, the second 40,000) as well as innumerable 
accounts of those who lived to tell the story of what happened to them- and their families. 
He has the medical documentation on radiation disease and its likely incidence in the 
generation to follow; he shows the further dangers of radioactivity (contamination through 
the rainfall, through the fish in the sea, the produce from the soil, etc.) and he has 
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traced the atomic theme as it has been used in Japanese art, the dance, books, 
etc.... The purpose of a book such as this is self-evident; the photographs alone, 
and there are many of them, almost make the text seem superfluous. One can guess 
however that there may be a high threshold of reader reluctance. (LC:59-8453) 


September 30 


Ways, Max Harper 
BEYOND SURVIVAL $4.00 : 


Immediately after the shattering appearance of Sputnik, Mr. Ways, a 
Senior Editor of Time Inc., was asked by Mr. Luce to find out what our foreign policy 
was and where we stood in the world. Maybe 7:me could do something about it by 
sharpening its own journalistic focus, was the thought. This book is the result, 
and a stimulating book it is. Its main thesis is that our foreign policy lacks co- 
herence or direction and that it is leading to more world disorder instead of less. 
Merely having Survival as a goal is not enough. Mr. Ways suggests that our policy 
makers look beyond mere Survival and adopt more positive and constructive goals. 
He advocates our promoting greater world order by aiding in the establishment and 
protection, by moral and practical means, of the rule of law on the international 
scene. He also suggests that our message of strong, limited government under law 
is one very well worth delivering vociferously to the emergent nations. The author's 
arguments are persuasive and clear, and his analysis of our foreign policy until now 
is sensationally enlightening. Also, his comparative study of the “public philosophy" 
in the U.S. and in the Marxist nations reveals where we have failed and they have 
gained in the development of a coherent world policy. This is a book that should be 
widely read and discussed at length, for it suggests a program and philosophy of 
action, for which the country has been groping a long time. (1C:59-10599) 


Gordon, Ted and Scheer, Julian St. Martin's Press 
FIRST INTO OUTER SPACE $3.95 


Ted Gordon is the man who was Test Controller for the moon-missile tests 
run at Cape Canaveral last fall, and his co-author, Julian Scheer, is obviously one 
of the slickest journalizers in the business. Mr. Gordon presumably knows a lot 
about rockets and Mr. Scheer knows his job all too well. Between the two of then, 
they have produced a book which probably contains a good deal of fairly fascinating 
information about rocket-launching countdowns, etc., if you can find it among the 
(to the layman meaningless) High Middle Polish of military technology, the pseudo- 
tough talk of attempts at dramatization, the off-center folksiness and the occasional 
patches of fine writing. No amount of this sort of thing quite makes up for the fact 
that the Russians really have been more successful in outer space than we have. The 
forty-odd illustrations promised for the finished book may make it worth while for 
space-travel fans. (1LC:59-13833) 


October 1 


Zuver, Dudley Crowell 
RETREAT TO REALITY $4.75 


The final pages of this glib, socio-philosophical tract are labelled "A 
Conclusion In Which Nothing Is Concluded” and is perhaps the only completely intel- 
lectually honest statement included in this exercise in semantics, based super- 
ficially on the philosophical principle of the identity of opposites, or the 
"duality of man". Optimist plus pessimist equals existentialist; inner and outer 
man are not valid opposites, nor are body and soul, nor the public and private life 
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of man. Mr. Zuver finishes with only one dichotomy:- the "real" world - the world of 
morality, where man participates fully, living with God and his fellow men according to 
his own spontaneous intuitions;- and the world of science, politics, institutions, and ee 
other "games" where man seeks objective knowledge of himself, concepts, and God, and 
where neither morality nor love can exist. The author slips quickly over the surface 
of J.W. Krutch, Kant, and Socrates who "preferred to pass out rather than pass up ex- 
pressing his opinions." This tedious book might be successfully projected from a 
soap-box, but by the time one wades through a popularization of the life of Christ in 
twentieth-century American slang, one wishes that the author could express his anti- 
intellectualism in a more effective style, more concise form, and with less distortion 
of other men's constructive, sincere, and carefully thought-out ideas. (LC: 59-12501) 


October 2 


O'Connor, Len St. Martin's Press 
THEY TALKED TO A STRANGER $3 .95 


Some ten boys, serving sentences, talked to a Chicago reporter about their 
pasts and their prospects- if any, and their case histories have been used to translate 
the problem of juvenile delinquency into personal terms. Ultimately there is a sameness 
to much of the material here- a certain superficiality to the conclusions drawn and 
while the Jess Stearn book (reviewed later in this issue) is not a depth probe, it does 
have more facts and findings to offer. O'Connor talked to a number of boys; "Mustache" 
who had attended 14 schools and murdered a cop; "The Loner", a sad-eyed boy charged with 
assault; arrogant, argumentative "Baseball" who trafficked in hot cars- as did "Joy Ride”; 
etc. etc. One of the answers (and these boys know most of them) they will give you is 
that it's hard to grow up without a "real" family. One of the points the author makes 
is that prison "transforms today's child into tomorrow's criminal", and that psychiatry 
plus penology has a long way to go. And one of the surer cures he offers is a neighbor- 4 
hood organization and program to provide activity and solidarity for nobody's boys. 

It's a valid measure, but only a partial answer. 


October 5 


Woods, Ralph L.- éd. Crowell 
THE FAMILY READER OF AMERICAN MASTERPIECES $5.95 


This might, perhaps, be better titled The Family Reader of America, for here 
included is the warp and woof of the country, North, South, Midwest and West. Some will 
question labelling of every selection as a masterpiece; none would query all of them 
contributing to a portrait of a country and a people, regional, human, authentic. There 
are many selections that are obvious; and as many that would be hard to come by and are 
only half remembered. Among these choices are newspaper pieces which merit inclusion 
On various grounds; there are letters deserving a widening audience. Great figures 
in our past are here:- Franklin, Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Paine. And of course 
great figures of accepted literary supremacy, such as Emerson, Poe, Melville, Mark 
Twain- and to tap the relatively modern writers,- Sandburg, Sinclair Lewis, John Stein- 
beck, Eudora Welty, William Faulkner and others. Fiction, poetry, travel, biography, 
journalism, regional material - there's variety here. The span is two hundred years; 
virtually all categories of American writing will be found. This is in no sense an 
exclusive or definitive collection. One feels that it is a sifting of Mr. Woods' own 
favorites drawn from his reading for a series of anthologies. A useful book for public 


library and home library reference shelves and for family reading. Valuable too for 
High School libraries. (LC: 59-12500) 
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October 5 


Dupree, A. Hunter Harvard Univ. Press 
ASA GRAY Belknap Press 
$7.50 


This biography of the leading American botanist of the 19th century is 
virtually a rollcall of the eminent scientists of his times. For Asa Gray not only 
revolutionized his chosen field, but made the world of science look with more respect 
on America's role. Trained as a doctor, Gray chose botany first as a hobby, then a 
profession, and for years struggled along without recompense, collecting, exchanging, 
classifying, teaching and writing- with a little medicine on the side. At 25 he pub- 
lished Elements of Botany - and his future role was assured. His work took him far 
afield- to Europe where he met leading scientists everywhere, formed lifelong friend- 
ships with men like Hooker, Brown, Bentham, Owen; collected unique material and sel- 
ected books for his new post at the budding University of Michigan; and investigated 
recent research. And so the foundations were laid, even though the Michigan post 
failed to materialize. New York and work with Dr. Torry on American Flora was begun. 
And then he was appointed to the post of Professor of Botany at Harvard, which he held 
during a full lifetime devoted to the science of botany. It was a period when disturb- 
ing ideas assailed scientists. Agassiz and Gray, both of Harvard, were often in conflict; 
Darwin revolutionized scientific thinking- and though they were worlds apart on relig- 
ion, Gray and Darwin supported each other valiantly in science. New methods of securing 
material from the world of plants swamped Gray's own time and efforts. There were feuds 
among the botanists- but Gray managed to maintain his role as dean to the end. The 
Civil War intruded, but science marched on. The Harvard University Herbarium was es- 
tablished. The Arnold Arboretum was launched. Conservation was aided. And even in 
his old age, Gray went on extensive field trips and triumphant tours. A book that will 
be definitive in its field, by an Assoc. Prof. of History at the University of California. 


Benson, B. A. Messner 
HOW TO LIVE WITH A PARAKEET $3.50 


A script writer, working on a film to promote parakeet home ownership, was 
given a feathered friend- and this is a no-nonsense account of his own domestication 
to a life with more than one bird. The failure of teaching Buster to speak (Pretty 
Boy and Pretty Bird doesn't always take); the revelation that Buster was a girl and 
the attempt to find a mate (parakeets are "sexually confused" and their gender difficult 
to determine); the learning by living with Buster, then Tarzan and Goofball- all offer 
a good deal of information (cages, cage covers, leaving them at large, food, ailments, 
illnesses, household hazards, etc.) for any other owner. There are ten million of them 
and they should enjoy Mr. Benson's fond but not fatuous account. There is an appendix 
of parakeet ailments prepared by French's Pet Bird Institute. Illus. (LC:59-13428) 


October 6 


Esquire Magazine- fds. of Lippincott 
THE NEW ESQUIRE ETIQUETTE $5.95 


Don't be misled by the occasionally flippant, usually informal tone of 
this etiquette book for men. It is good - and the social amenities would be more 
pleasant if it could be made required reading and study: The material falls into a 
number of sections:- Business Etiquette; Sports Etiquette; Social Etiquette; the 
Things You Say; The Things You Write; Manners for the Host; Manners for the Guest; 
Special Dealings with Special People; Tipping; Manners for the Traveler. Of course 
there is inevitably some duplications, for each section - where the subject comes up- 
deals with clothes, everyday etiquette, tipping, responsibility as host- as guest, 
and so on. Under the matter of business etiquette even promotions and demotions are 
not ignored- and smoothness in human relationships is essential for employee and 
employer alike. Mixing business with pleasure should be Must reading everywhere. 
Sports etiquette is broken down under a dozen individual sports- again with inevitable 
duplication of topic, not content. Everyday etiquette section will help the new man 
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in town, the high schooler on his first date, the man with a date- or without one, and 
the successive roles of being engaged, married, and divorced. Hosts and guests alike 
are given helpful guides. It all comes down to Courtesy Pays. But it is helpful to 2 
know the rules. (LC: 59-13082) 
October 6 


Williams, Kenneth P. Macmillan 
LINCOLN FINDS A GENERAL: Vol. V $7.50 
Preiude to Chattanooga 


It is almost inevitable that somewhere in this brilliant and definitive study 
of the military history of the Civil War there should be a volume that seems to lag in 
interest. This- for one reader anyhow- is it. Perhaps because the conflict in the area 
of the Mississippi, following the dramatic victory at Vicksburg and preceding the Battle 
of Chattanooga, is confusing with the multiplicity of details and names, minor skirmishes, 
raids, guerrilla activities, advance and retreat and incessant bickerings, and unfamiliar 
to the average Civil War literature reader. It demands the meticulous attention and inforn- 
ed background of the real buff, who is concerned with- the goal of Helena, with the capture 
of Port Hudson by Banks, of Jackson by.Sherman, with the inner confusion in Missouri, with 
the aftermath of Vicksburg, to follow the circuitous manipulation of troops, the round- 
about campaign,the mopping up tactics, the difficulties of communication. The last half 
of the book centers attention on Rosecrans and the Army of the Cumberland- and as the 
personalities take form, the book builds interest. It ends with the disaster of Chicka- 
mauga, for with the author's death, the final chapters- leading up to Grant's trip. to 
Washington- were still only in outline. Lincoln had not yet "found his general" Illus- 
trated with- half tones, maps. 

October 7 


Beatty, Jerome, Jr. Crowell 
SHOW ME THE WAY TO GO HOME $3.95 


The American social study program ( The Crack in the Picture Window; The Exur- 
banites, etc.) extends the course to include that very necessary accessory of suburban 
living- commuting, and/or the way of life which begins with a cup of Instant coffee. 

What starts out as a fairly amusing view of riding the railroads, ends on a more serious 
note- with some suggestions as to the easing of their economic difficulties and desirable 
reforms- if the railroads are to survive. In between, there's an intensive study of 
symptomatic attitudes and aggravations (commuter rudeness- seat snagging and aisle block- 
ing); of the vagaries of the roads and the parking problems at the stations; of the bar 
car- that "buffer between two nerve wracking ways of life- office and home", and the club 
car; of commuter bridge (and how to arrange your knees); of conductors; and all allied 
particulars. It's pleasant and facile and while Beatty (familiar to Saturday Review 
readers) is never a funny funnyman, he's a pleasant seatmate. (LC: 59-12493) 


= Dunham, Katherine Harcourt, Brace 
Olu A TOUCH OF INNOCENCE $4.95 


This book is an autobiography of the childhood of Katherine Dunham, the dancer- 
but there is little internal evidence of this. The protagonist is "she" or "the girl", 
and dancing enters almost not at all. This approach lends a curious, cool distant qual- 
ity- it is almost like a book about someone else. Albert Dunham, Katherine's father, 
married twice- both times women much older than himself. His first wife, Katherine's 
mother, was French-Canadian-Indian, fair and wealthy. The descriptions of an upper mid- 
dle class life with houses and horses on the shifting line between many shades of color 
are fascinating. After the mother's death, the family knew the poverty of Negro city life, 
and Albert, though re-married, never again succeeded in pulling his family- or himself- 
together. It is probably these agonizing scenes of disintegration that are responsible * 
for the cool, literate style of the whole book- as if this material were still too pain- 
ful to handle directly, as well it might be... An interesting study of a life most whites, 
and probably few Negroes, have ever experienced in such profound variety- though actually 
the author is less concerned with the "problem" of color than with that of personalities 
under terrible stress. (LC: 59-10256) 
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October 7 
Roosevelt, James & Shalett, Sidney Harcourt, Brace 
, AFFECTIONATELY, F.D.R. $5.75 


Subtitled A Son's Story of a Lonely Man, this is a warm, generous, remi- 
niscence of F.D.R., the parent rather than the politician, by his oldest son, now a 
Congressman from California. To his children, especially to James, their father 
was three people: the vigorous, lively companion before Campobello, the remote man 
during his illness and the further removed public figure. The recollections span 
F.D.R.'s career from the N.Y. State Senate to his fourth term in the White House, 
concentrating on family details: gatherings at Hyde Park; their mother's shyness 
which made social duties an ordeal; their grandmother's interference which, James 
admits, spoiled the Roosevelt children; their schooling which meant Groton and 
Harvard; later, the unfavorable publicity the boys seemed to attract during the war 
and in their marriages. James raises the question of what drove his father, what 
was really inside him, but in this essentially loyal book he leaves the question 
unanswered. Illustrated with photographs. (1C:59-1028) 


Laurence, William L. Simon and Schuster 
MEN AND ATOMS $4.50 


This is the story of the atomic bomb related in an exciting now-it-can-be- 
told fashion by the science reporter of The New York Times, who covered the story 
from the very beginning. Mr. Laurence was present at that famous meeting at Columbia 
University on February 24, 1939 when the splitting of the Uranium atom was discussed 
by Professors Bohr and Fermi. He also wrote the first and only pre-atomic bomb 
magazine article in which the military implications of nuclear fission were discussed. 
When the Government embarked on its Manhattan Project, this article was discreetly 
withdrawn from circulation. Mr. Laurence also witnessed the first atomic explosion 
at Alamogordo on July 16, 1945 and he was the only reporter allowed to see the actual 
dropping of the bomb on Nagasaki. All of this and much more is related here in a 
manner likely to keep the reader reading almost to the end. The last third of the 
book, largely devoted to the future uses of atomic energy, is not quite as exciting 
as the preceding chapters. Nevertheless, Mr. Laurence, who is an excellent reporter, 
has written an informative, highly suspenseful book for the layman. (1C:59-13135) 


October 8 


Bigelow, Albert Doubleday 
THE VOYAGE OF THE "GOLDEN RULE" $3.95 


A controversial news story from 1958 makes interesting, if often disturb- 
ing, reading in 1959. The author, an artist and former escort destroyer commander 
in the U.S. Navy, concluded some time back that furtherance of atomic weapons 
testing at Eniwetok in the South Pacific would only bring the world nearer destruct- 
ion. With three other Quaker and pacifist friends he secured the 30 foot ketch 
Golden Rule and sailed for the forbidden testing area to challenge the government's 
right to continue nuclear explosions there. It was “a play to catch the conscience 
of a king", the actors espousing the twin doctrines of non-violence and passive 
resistance to gain their ends. They got no farther than Honolulu. Here, in what 
Bigelow asserts was out and out chicanery by the federal government, they were 
arrested, then sailed against the orders of the court, were arrested again, and 
finally spent 60 days in jail. A good deal of Quaker philosophy appears between 
rather dull descriptions of days at sea or more vivid accounts of courtroom 
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exchanges and life in Honolulu's antiquated prison. Over all, he makes a serious accu- 

sation of authoritarianism on the part of the Justice Department, the AEC, and the Coast 
Guard. Many will feel sympathy if not agreement in this attempt to stop testing, by a @ 
Quaker who feels civilization is on the brink of destruction. (LC: 59-12616) 


A 


October & 2. 


Deriabin, Peter & Doubleday 


jie 
Gibney, Frank THE SECRET WORLD 7 2? $395 
x a 


Peter Deriabin, a former officer of the Russian secret police, and Frank Gibney, 
examine the Soviet svstem of internal espionage checks and balances, and its function in 
maintaining a police state. The report, while primarily a descriptive one (explaining the 
structure, evoiution and techniques of the security forces) also analyzes the complex 
interaction between the party and this state machine. The authors see the executive arm 
of the U.S.S.R. as one of concurrent control by the Secret Police, Party, and operative 
chain of command- which sets the life of its members in a framework of insecurity and 
extra-legal operations. This analysis, however, is not a carefully worked out hypo- 
thesis; it is fortuitous, and should not therefore be regarded as a documented and au- 
thoritarian source by the serious student of Russian politics. The book reads well- and 
underlying the descriptive data is the adventurous biography of Deriabin himself, and the 
story of his eventual defection to the West. It has the advantage of having been written 
by a man who speaks from first-hand experience, but herein also lies its bias. (LC:59-13041) 


Stearn, Jess Doubleday 
THE WASTED YEARS $3.95 


Another reporter (New York) reporting in on juvenile delinquencey, "a state 
of mind” but also a "communicable disease"- its rapid rise and increasing incidence from ee 
year to year. While, as one Judge asked- "Don't any of these children have fathers?", 
certainly the absence of parental authority has much to do with its spread; so does the 
breakdown of discipline in the schools and here the progressive philosophy is held respon- ° 
sible. Stearn, in using a number of fairly recent cases (the Michael Farmer case, for 
instance) to show how the violence of the streets is expressed in anything from vandalism 

to murder, has also obtained a good deal of material from this city's Youth Board; statis- 
tics- 75% of the mothers- 85% of the fathers have failed their boys, while 60% are unaware 

of their children's problems; and also some demonstrations of the Youth Board at work with 
some success in handling a serious menace.... If a choice is to be made between this- and 

the O'Connor book reviewed above- this is probably a fuller picture. (LC: 59-12646) 


Waltz, George H., Jr. Doubleday 
WHAT MAKES A SCIENTIST? $2.95 


This modest volume is a very soft answer to the question the title poses -- 
consisting of embarrassingly brief profiles of 12 American born scientists, and a short 
summary pointing out a "normality" that characterizes them as "...little different basic- 
ally from the average successful professional man." The scientists included are Doctors 
Vannevar Bush, Fred Whipple, Glenn Seaborg, Volney Wilson, Jerrold Zacharias, Josiah 
Macy, Jr., Selman Waksman, John Stapp, Claude Shannon, and Edward Purcell -- all outstand- 
ing men in their fields. However, they are hardly "explained" by these absurdly short, 
breathless, conventionalized resumes of their origins, motivations, interests, family 
life and life's work, written in the manner of Senior Scholastic magazine. Even as a 
source book for the young adult, it leaves everything to be desired if part of its pur- 
pose is to stimulate or motivate interest. In the author's attempt to dispel derogatory 
images of scientists from the public mind, he so dilutes and pasteurizes the experiences 
and accomplishments of these men that the facts make no impression, raise no mentai images. 
These are not ordinary men; their lives and talents are not commonplace. Yet the author 
has succeeded by means of his artifically reportorial "magazine article" style and over- 
simplification in making these giants of today's science very, very uninteresting. He 
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has written down to his audience whoever it may be, and that is unforgivable in 
professional writing. (1C:59-12656) : 


_October-8-— om 
| we \Y° 
Daley, Robert Lippincott 
THE WORLD BENEATH THE CITY $3.95 


* Originally titled Men, Mains and Alligators, this book is an absolutely 
fascinating account of the history and topography of the vast regions under the 
streets of New York. Those who know New York cannot fail to be interested, often 
moved, by the histories of the first sewage system, founded by Aaron Burr as an 
instrument to attain nefarious ends, and out of which eventually grew the Chase 
Manhattan Bank; of the building of the Croton aqueduct; of the first subways, and 
how and why they were so long blocked by Tammany Hall. Even those who don't know 
New York may come to feel that they do after reading The World Beneath The City. 
Much of this material first appeared in the Wew Yorker, and as usual with that 
magazine, the research is impeccable and the erudition handled with the lightest 
of touches. There is plenty here both to amuse and bemuse anybody. (1C:59-13081) 

I O®Y 

Hilscher, Herb cit Little, Brown. 
ALASKA, U.S.A. ghee 4.50 

Even in its new guise as the forty ninth state, Alaska is our last frontier. 
Where the elderly turn to Florida for retirement, youth- seeking the wilderness and 
a challenge, turn to Alaska. This will be, for them, a good, popular, factual guide 
to the status of agriculture, employment, travel, mining, building, population and 
tourism. It is done area by area, with a personal experience anecdote to humanize 
the picture in successive regions. In this fashion, various ways of life are illus- 
trated in human terms. While Mr. Hilscher claims to be presenting an un-prettied 
view, actually his prejudice in favor of Alaska is evident, though he recognizes 
that it is still economically dependent. The history of Alaska provides a quick-see 
background; the fight for statehood crowns the book. Mr. Hilscher writes good 
journalese, has a reporter's sense of pace and story, and his style suggests the 
concentration of one shot condensations. (10:59-14539) 


October 9 


Werstein, Irving Crowell 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN VERSUS JEFFERSON DAVIS $5.00 


This well documented volume, a "book about two men, two cities and a time ‘ 
in history," contains considerably more than its excellent contrasting studies of 
Lincoln and Davis and their capital cities. It gives also a tabloid history of the 
actions of the Civil War itself and describes the political and military leaders on 
both sides, as well as analyzing the causes of Northern victory and Confederate de- 
feat, which the author traces in large part to the characters of the two presidents. 
Jefferson Davis, an innate snob convinced of his own military genius, unable to dele- 
gate authority or take advice, buried himself in paper work, depended on inefficient 
and sometimes dishonest advisors, alienated generals and politicians, and by his cot- 
ton embargo placed restrictions on Southern commerce matching those of the Northern 
blockade. Lincoln, a man of the people, humorous, kindly, but able to wage ruthless 
and total war, possessed a sure instinct for timing and, with a few exceptions such 
as that of General McClellan, an ability to pick outstanding generals and advisors. 
One president lost the confidence of his war-sick people and his soldiers; the other 
welded his nation into a victorious fighting unit. This well-written book, which 
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tells also of the home life of the two presidents and the war life of the two capitals, 
may cause pain to admirers of Davis or McClellan but it should appeal to students, his- 
torians and discriminating Civil War buffs; its carefully balanced studies of the two 
presidents make it a readable addition to American war biographies. Illustrated. 
(LC: 59-2499) 

October 10 


Tanner, Louise Crowell 
HERE TODAY $4.50 


In her very personal selection of fourteen prominent young figures in the 
American scene, some stemming back three decades, Louise Tanner presents a composite 
biography of a rather odd facet of contemporary America. The changing social climate 
has its proponents in these figures that have reached fame - or notoriety- chiefly in 
youth. Here, in perspective you see Scott Fitzgerald, Edna Millay, William Buckley, 
Harold Russell, Barbara Hutton, Whittaker Chambers, the team of Brenda and Cobina, 
Shirley Temple, James Dean, Claude Batchelor, Charles Lindbergh, Haywood Patterson and 
John Aldridge, their idiosyncrasies, their early- and late- effect on their circle and 
on the social pattern and the reverse. Louise Tanner has used the "camera eye" tech- 
nique effectively, letting her characters' lives speak for themselves. She writes with 
an economy and vigor in eloquent indictment of the climate of opinion, intent on morality 
but eager to indulge in iconoclasm, a time of contradiction and bewilderment. These are 
very few of the voices heard, insistent that modern man is responsible. Consistently 
entertaining, these biographical sketches read with a lively sense of immediacy, and a 
recognizable quality of vision. (LC: 59-12498) 


October 12 


fy 
V 


Campbell, Joseph Viking 
THE MASKS OF GOD / $6.00 


This work is one of enormous scholarship, undertaken by a mythologist who holds 
a teaching post at Sarah Lawrence and has previously transcribed Celtic and Indian folk- 
lore tales. It is a titanic effort to coordinate and bring up to date the new perspectives 
of the last twenty years in the "fields of comparative symbolism, religion, mythology and 
philosophy” as well as in archaeology and anthropology, ethnology and psychology. Its 
knowledge of primitive cultures (whether Australian or Aztec, Greek or indian, ete.) is 
almost overwhelming. But Mr. Campbell has one or two coordinating lines of inquiry which 
lend coherence. He attempts "the first natural history of the gods and the heroes, such 
as in its final form should include in its purview all divine beings..." In so doing he 
is moved by a motive far deeper than classification. He believes and attempts to prove 
that man cannot maintain himself in the universe without belief in some arrangement of the 
general inheritance of myth; that men have looked for something solid on which to found 
their lives, and have chosen not the facts in which the world abounds- but the myths of 
an immemorial imagination. He ranges far and wide to implement these themes and he retells 
many beautiful and many horrifying tales.... It is an impressive piece of work, wide in 
scope and idealistic in intent, and it should receive critical attention and longstanding 
usage. (LC: 59-8354) 

Announcing for October 14 


Darwin, Charles Harper 


THE VOYAGE OF THE BEAGLE $3.95 
Abridged & edited by Millicent E. Selsam 


Many people who have "planned" to read The Voyage of the Beagle and been deter- 
red by its length and scientific aspects will find the answer here in a carefully and 
skillfully abridged edition, cut to half the length, which gives the continuity of text, 
Darwin's own words, and the observations and episodes that make it memorable as a human 
document. Here is a classic, the record of an enquiring mind seeking scientific truth. 
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Here is evident the growth of the man. An introductory biography places the 
importance of this trip in Darwin's life; introductory bits for each chapter provide 
an analysis of the voyage and its scientific meaning along with the actual text. 
This work is significant in view of additional material available in the last 35 
years, much of it Darwin's own writings, but hitherto unpublished in book form. A 
bibliography provides not only original sources but additional material for study. 
Illustrated. (1C:59-8978) 


October 14 


Esquire, Eds. of Harper 
ESQUIRE'S THE ART OF KEEPING FIT prepub.$4.50 $4.95 


For that man who is going to pot, an entertaining regimen which includes 
some general information on the likeliest disturbances and diseases to be faced 
(heart, ulcers, tension, etc.); on sex in the middle years; on obesity- along with 
five diets according to your likes and means; on insomnia; on exercise; on relaxa- 
tion- which is mainly sports, with some old pros (Tommy Armour) coaching from the 
sidelines. There's an interesting piece by Arthur Schlesinger on "what has unmanned 
the American man"; there's occasional humor; and there are some notable names 
(Hemingway, Fitzgerald, etc.) contributing among many... A middle aged, upper middle 
bracket market would seem sure, a gift book possibility. 


October 15 


Dumas, Alexandre Chilton 
ALEXANDRE DUMAS' ADVENTURES IN ALGERIA $3.50 


This is a sequel to Alexandre Dumas' Adventures in Spain which appeared 
on this list earlier and it has been translated and edited by A. E. Murch who has 
wisely shortened the original work and included explanatory footnotes. In 186, 
Dumas, with several friends and his son, journeyed from Spain to North Africa aboard 
a French warship. The trip, at the expense of the French Government, occasioned 
considerable criticism and Dumas complains that it was also costly for him, while 
comparing it with Sir Walter Scott's Mediterranean cruise. Many of Dumas' adventures 
are entertaining, and some are downright exciting- although the style may be somewhat 
extravagant for present day readers. Dumas was an acute observer and apparently a 
sportsman and adventurer as dashing as his Count of Monte Cristo. It provides a 
picaresque travelogue- and it will also be available in a two volume boxed edition 
with the Adventures in Spain at $6.95. (1C:59-11312) 


Daley, Arthur | Dutton 
SPORTS OF THE TIMES $3.95 


Twenty years of daily colums for the N.Y.Times- Sports of the Times have 
established Daley as one of the personalities beloved in his field. This coliection 
of his pieces brings the passing scene of sport back to the reader:- tales of the 
old Yankees, when "Stengalese” meant championships; tales of famous players and 
athletes in all fields; men and events that made sports history (Jim Thorpe in track; 
Eddie Arcaro on the turf; Bobby Jones and Ben Hogan in golf; Bannister and the four 
minute mile; Honus Wagner and baseball; Eddie Le Baron and Charles Buckley and foot- 
ball). Occasionally he gets mad and lets go as in his outburst over the U.S. winning 
the Davis Cup with the aid of a great tennis star who was not an American citizen. 
But by and large, Arthur Daley belongs to the gentler fraternity of sports writers. 
Long may he write. (10:59-10783) 

Koerner, James D.- éd. Little, Brown-A.M.P. 

THE CASE FOR BASIC EDUCATION $4.00 


Clifton Fadiman, in his introduction, defines basic education in terms of 
subjects which have a generative power and which provide a foundation for any future 
intellectual structure. And Herbert Schwab, in his conclusion, points out that a 
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return to a traditional program as is recommended here is not necessarily an either/or 
proposition--the benefits of an approach centered on the individual child (remedial and 
psychiatric aids, for instance) need not be dropped; nor, on the other hand, should any 
educational system be geared to an emergency situation (the Rickover reaction). In be- 
tween, a number of distinguished professors discuss the components of a basic education 
subject by subject, appraising both the broader values as well as the immediate discipline 
to be gained through the study of political science; American history; European and world 
history; geography; composition; literature; the classicfal languages- and the modern; 
mathematics and the sciences.... With much of the alarm over education today, question- 
able as some of it is (college admissions? global status?), this presents the accomplish- 
ments and the aims of an education which is an end in itself as well as the beginning of 
a fuller life. It is to be hoped that it will reach its intended audience, school- 

board members, school personnel, and interested parents. (LC: 59-11887) 


October 15 


t 
Engle, Paul Random House 


POEMS IN PRAISE $3.50 


Alternating between a kind of rhymed prose (most obvious in the descriptive 
biographies included in the section "In Praise of People?) and jogging verse (as in his 
"A Modern Romance: United States, 1959"), this is a rather disappointing and stylistically 
eclectic selection of "poems". Mr. Engle praises particular "People", "Children", "The 
War Dead", and "Places", concentrating his longest effort in a very patriotic, all-Ameri- 
can saga "For the Iowa Dead". His language throughout is often fanciful, but seldom 
imaginative; focus is too often lacking; and his use of simile and the language of para- 
dox is worn. The most interesting works in the book are Mr. Engle's translations of works 
by Rainer Maria Rilke. This does not measure up to American Song. (LC: 59-10822) 


October 16 


Bisset, Sir James Criterion 
With P.R. Stephensen  TRAMPS AND LADIES $5.95 


This is the second volume of a projected trio of autobiographical books by Sir 
James Bisset whose greatest prominence came as war-time commander of the great Cunard 
liners Queen Mary and Queen Elizabeth. The first volume dealt with Sir James' early 
experiences in sail. The present book begins in 1906, as the young man decides to 
switch to steam vessels where he correctly determined the future of seamanship to lie. 
The story covers his first experiences in tramp steamers and his subsequent appointment 
to duty as fourth officer in the Cunard hierarchy which he never left once he joined it, 
becoming ultimately a commodore of the line. Sir James has almost total recall when it 
comes to ships and ships' companies, but he, or his collaborator, writes clearly and 
with a beguiling simplicity. The climax of this volume is reached in his account of the 
rescue operations conducted by the Cunarder Carpathia, 2 which he was second officer at 
the time, during the Titanic disaster. Much has been written on this subject, but this 
eye-witness account is far from the least moving. Sir James, a more or less self-edu- 
cated man, steadily displays a cultivation and true generosity of mind that are rare 
enough in any walk of life. (LC: 59-12193) 


Hyde, Vance a McKay 
AND EVERYTHING NICE 9 |= $3.50 


A mother of three, writes glowingly- overflowingly- about the gratifications 
of bringing up girls- and there's some gentle guidance in this "chronicle of content- 
ment". Making the most of their appearance, and choosing the right clothes; manners 
which means something more- sensitivity and awareness; providing a cultural exposure; 
no chores- but getting the girls to "keep house" with you; Daddy- give him one, and also 
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be appreciative of the emotional gifts a grandmother has to bring; handling the 
"special" handicapped child; teaching them the practicalities of home and money 
management- all this is part of the tender loving care and rearing of the young 
offered here. While you can't argue with what she has to say, you may find the way 
she says it ("new womanliness", "inner loveliness", etc.) a little rough on your 


sensibilities. (LC:59-12265) 
October 16 2. % 


, ia = » 
Fitch, John wit h\Will,/Nolan\ Putnam / 
~— ADVENTURE ON WHEELS $5400 + 


Born in the shadow of the Indianapolis Speedway “brickyard" in 1917, John 
Fitch developed an early love for racing cars. It was not until thirty years later, 
after jockeying 500-mile-an-hour combat aircraft around over Europe, that he was 
able to indulge this mania professionally. With the help of a sports car writer he 
relates how he graduated from makeshift old cars in 1948 to expensive factory racers, 
how he began driving for Briggs Cunningham, and how such race classics as the Mille 
Miglia or Carrera Panamericana looked from the driver's seat. The tragic 1955 
accident at LeMans which took 80 lives, or the contrasting absurdities of making a 
Hollywood racing movie are also highlights from his world of roaring engines and 
smoking rubber. It is interesting to note too that old enmities vanish on the 
racing course. Meeting a former Luftwaffe pilot he had battled 30,000 feet over 
Germany, the author gladly joins up with him on the formidsble Mercedes Benz compe- 
tition team. Informative stuff for aficionade or novice, but marred for the general 
reader by a quirk....the cars of the gear box social set are made much more interesting 
than its people. (1C:59-11012) 


Willson, Meredith Putnam 
BUT HE DOESN'T KNOW THE TERRITORY $3.50 


Meredith Willson is the author and composer of the very successful musical 
comedy= The Music Man- as well as several jocular and not always funny books- And 
There I Stood With My Piccolo- Eggs I Have Laid, etc. While he has every right to be 
justly proud of his Broadway success, the sad fact is that only those who are inti- 
mately familiar with both the words and score of his show, or particularly interested 
in it, will be likely to get the most out of this book. It is a detailed and highly 
subjective account of the writing of the show from the moment of inspiration and 
inception to the opening night in New York-- and he is lavish with his own reactions 
as well as the reactions of others when faced with his material. He also writes a _ 
highly involuted backwoods baroque English- as though he had never known an unhappy 
moment in his life.... William Gibson did the same sort of thing for his Two for the 
Seesaw Which might possibly indicate the offstage audience appeal. It seems marginal. 


(LC :59-13376) | 20 
Kraus, Michael THE UNITED STATES TO 1865 ) 
University of Michigan Press 
Dulles, Foster Rhea THE UNITED STATES SINCE 1865 ) ' $7.50 each 


The authors of these twin volumes, both superbly written, have caught the 
full sweep and color of American development from the days when Columbus landed on a 
Bahama island to the launching of Sputnik; together the two books form a political, 
economic, intellectual and industrial history of this country surpassing in scope the 
Beards' K:se of Amer:can Civilization. Vol. I, The United States to 1865, which 
begins with a description of pre-Columbus navigation, tells of the Vikings and the 
wave of exploration and settlement following Columbus’ diswovery. Paying less attention 
to military campaigns than to their underlying causes the author writes of the Re- 
volution, the War of 1812 and the Mexican War, the Jacksonian era, the exploration of 
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the West, slavery and the Civil War, ending his volume with the death of Lincoln, where 
Vol. II, The United States since 1865 begins. Here in dramatic sweep if not in concise 
detail is the story of the United States from the Civil War to the present day of space 
exploration, with vivid accounts of presidents and industrial leaders and the causes 

and results of the Depression and the New Deal; as in the first volume, wars are treated 
from a political and economic viewpoint. Books to be owned, not borrowed, these massive 
and magnificent volumes should hold an enduring appeal to students, teachers and liter- 
ate readers of American history. They are a must for college and public libraries and 
for American historical collections; their chapter bibliographies of suggested reading 
should be invaluable to writers, students and teachers. 


October 19 


Burke, Billie & Coward-McCann 
Shipp, Cameron WITH POWDER ON MY NOSE $3.95 


Miss Burke's autobiography was called With A Feather on My Nose (1949) and 
here she keeps the powder dry for her comments on the battle of the sexes - women should 
be women and men are wonderful (if you understand that they are not grown-up little boys). 
Her chapters deal with living alone, appearance, diet, exercise, recipes, the younger 
generation (a very fine thing, but not in every respect), advice to theater and movie 
struck correspondents, marital crises and their solutions, - and an assortment of advice 
- for women only. Her major topic of women parallels that of Phyllis McGinley's - old 
fashioned virtues are the best and there is a right and a wrong,- and her minor topic - 
age, is knowingly handled (she is 75 admittedly). Seriously concerned, but never pre- 
Sumptuous or pedantic, she ladles out her panaceas in a palatable- pleasing manner. 


(LC: 59-7171) 


Dolan, Edward F., Jr. | Dodd, Mead 
GREEN UNIVERSE $3.50 


This short book by the author of Pasteur and the Invisible Giants tells the 
story, in compressed and considerably fictionized form, of the German baron, Alexander 
von Humboldt, explorer, author and scientific genius who left his mark on almost all 
branches of science from anthropology .to zoology. The son of a German Army officer and 
a coldly domineering mother, von Humboldt, from childhood fascinated by nature and 
possessed of a desire to travel, early evolved the theory of interrelation of all 
natural objects; in 1799, a trained geologist, he sailed with a companion for South 
America where he spent years in exploration, in Venezuela, Cuba, Ecuador and Peru, 
voyaging by canoe up the Orinoco, failing to climb Chimborazo, studying such divergent 
subjects as guano, Inca civilization, and the relation of climate and altitude to vege- 
tation and soil, not to mention meteors and earthquakes as a side-line; in North America 
he met Jefferson, and in Mexico made more explorations. Returning to Europe in 1804 he 
wrote many books, filled important political and scientific posts and was known to states- 
men and scientists the world over; he died at the age of 89 working on his Cosmos, an 
immense scientific project. Failing in large degree to fulfill the promise of its fas- 
cinating subject, this overwritten book may appeal to addicts of biography and scientific 
exploration who do not object to a heavily sprightly style or long and inane fictional 
conversations. (LC: 59-12739). 


Ehrmann, Winston Holt 
PREMARITAL DATING BEHAVIOR $6.50 


This may be viewed as a sort of Kinsey report on what is a relatively contempor- 
ary and highly popular activity of youth - the dating habit. Even more sharply contempor- 
ary is the sexual behavior which accompanies it, particularly in the U.S.A.-- of advanced 
physical intimacy (heavy petting) which does not culminate in intercourse. In this survey 
based on research conducted among one thousand United States college students from 1946 
to 1953, the author employs a complex series of checks, controls and experimental research 
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techniques to obtain and analyze the responses of his subjects. Although the bulk of 
material contained herein is of so largely a technical nature that it would appeal 
mainly to those professionally or academically engaged in the social sciences, - 

(means of setting up controls, sampling, scheduling interviews, statistical analysis, 
potential validity, relationship of sexual habits with religion, class, economics, 
background, sex, etc.) the overall impression established here should be of interest 
to the lay reader:- that conservative American youth is highly interested in sex, that 
to a large extent their pattern is well defined and homogeneous, and that in spite of 
much peripheral activity. American youth still honors a symbolic virginity. 


October 19 


Mattingly, Garrett Houghton, Mifflin 
AWé ARMADA $6.00 / 


* An extraordinary achievement, not only in its complete reassessment of the 
factors involved in the defeat of the Spanish Armada, but in a convincing recreation 
of the Europe of the times. School books for generations have either painted it as 
a triumph of British naval forces and the start of Britain's mastery of the sea; or 
as a fortuitous chance victory brought about by a disastrous storm. Neither version 
seems true in the light of the minutely detailed record marshalled here with the 
verisimilitude of contemporary history. Here we have a timorous Spanish king, long 
delaying the readying of the fleet, placing in command a reluctant duke, Medina 
Sidonia, to replace the dead Santa Cruz. We have a motley assemblage of ill-equipped 3 
ships, hesitantly setting forth on an ill-planned project to join forces in the 
Channel with Parma. Spain of the times with the strange king in his fortress-like 
Escorial is brought to life....The scene shifts to England the Virgin Queen, parsi- 
monious, preferring peace to war, but finally empowering Howard as admiral, Drake 
and Hawkins under him, to take a staunch little fleet out of harbor, once the Span- 
iards were sighted, to engage them if necessary, to guard the coasts...And in France 
and the Low Countries, the disruptive forces watched to see which way the fates would 
go, eager to be in on the kill. And what happened? Days of random brushes, occasional 
conflicts, disappointment on both sides- with sporadic and inaccurate news released, 
and at the close, the North Sea in sight, Parma still ashore, a gruelling battle in 
which the Spanish were worsted - but escaped, only to perish piecemeal on the long 
homeward route. Nothing decisive here; no real victory; no considerable defeat; but 
an international crisis had been met, and nothing was quite the same again. This is 
a vivid book, written as history should be written with every facet revealed. It is 
@ long book, and only those deeply interested in the enrichment of that phase of his- 
tory will relish it to the full. The success of Llizabeth the Great last season 
should widen that market. (LC: 59-8861) 


Mowat, Farley Little, Brown 
THE DESPERATE PEOPLE $4.50 


As stark and dismal as the icy Arctic regior are the lives of the Canadian 
Eskimos. Victims of starvation and disease, and of the “civilized" world's intention 
to preserve their culture of isolation, the years between 1946 and 1958 were marked 
for them by the constant presence of death, cold, and hunger. In his account of the 
Ihalmiut tribe, a group of Eskimos nearly reduced to extinction by their environment 
and by the white man's inability to offer practical aid, Farley Mowat writes reportorially. 
But out of his understanding and familiarity with the Arctic and its Eskimos he evokes 
a picture which is haunting both in its terror and its sympathy. A poignant tribute 
to a desperate people whose courage was their only commodity, an indictment of civil- 
ized indifference, and a warning that out of indifference and a sentimental desire to 
maintain an archaic culture, we should not allow those 11,000 unrehabilitated Canadian 
Eskimos to meet the fate met by those many casualties of neglect. By the author of 
The Grey Seas Under, the People of the Deer, and The Dog Who Wouldn't Be, this book 
is of. primary interest to all those interested in the general welfare of this continent 
and by those readers generally fascinated by accounts of remote regions. (LC:59-13733) 
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October 19 Ht fo] iq” 


Pfeiffer, John ~*~ Random House 
FROM GALAXIES TO MAN 447 $3795. 


This is a fascinating study of the processes of evolution written for the lay- 
man. The author is concerned primarily with presenting a broad panoramic picture of 
cosmic history. In style he ranges from Planetarium sound-track, with its dramatic ap- 
peal to the high-school student in all of us, to lucid exposition of scientific knowledge. 
Beginning at the beginning, which is about ten billion years ago, the author presents us 
with matter diluted to an almost perfect vacuum. From here he works his way through 
time, space, galaxies, planets, molecules, cells, genes, and dinosaurs, until we have 
Man. Through it all we have explored the nature of matter, the transition from the in- 
organic to the organic, how mutations occur, etc. In the main it is an enlightening 
discourse which, nevertheless, leaves the same old ultimate questions unanswered. Since 
Mr. Pfeiffer speculates a great deal, he is open to dispute in any number of places. 
However, the book is an excellent summing up of what we know up to now. The author, 
incidentally, has been science and medicine editor of Newsweek, science director of CBS, 
on the editorial board of Scientific American, and president of the National Association 
of Science Waiters. A good book for libraries. Illustrated. (LC: 59-12308) 


Matthiessen, Peter Viking 
WILDLIFE IN AMERICA l y $10.00 


This unique history of the decline and fall of American wildlife surveys in 
remarkable detail the status of the birds, fish and mammals of North America from before 
the white man's arrival to the present day. Presenting the facts imaginatively and from 
a distinctly conservationist point of view, the author relates the natural histories of 
all manner of wildlife, present and missing, telling where, why and how the missing 
vanished, and what is being done today to preserve those that remain. Besides the better 
known stories of the passenger pigeon and the bison, he describes a host of other beasts, 
fish and fowl that have suffered similar fates, or are about to. He discusses the early 
naturalist writers, later conservationists, the establishment of the American Ornitho- 
logical Union, the Audubon Society, the Fish and Wildlife Service, and the wildlife in 
present day Alaska. The book contains 150 line drawings by Bob Hines, photographs, and 
eight full-color reproductions of paintings by the Audubons, Alexander Wilson, Titian 
Peale, and Mark Catesby. There is a list of rare and extinct species, a chronology of 
wildlife legislation, an exhaustive bibliography, and an introduction by Richard H. 
Pough. Filled with fascinating and revealing detail for the nature lover and enthusi- 
ast, it will not hold the attention of the person with only a cursory interest. It is 
a must for the natural history sections of bookstores and all libraries. (LC: 59-11635) 


Lin Yutang World 
FROM PAGAN TO CHRISTIAN $3 .50 


* This is the thoughtful analysis of a philosopher's passage from Christianity- 
in which he was raised as a boy- to the Eastern heritage of Confucianism, Taoism, Budd- 
hism, the three great spiritual forces in the Orient- and back to Christianity, Lin 
Yutang has captured the essential problem confronting thinking people everywhere. 
Actually, he sees the various systems as rarely mutually exclusive, and in presenting 
them successively, he has conveyed the essence of each. Confucius the man and the 
teacher viewed the problem of man and the problem of society as a silent revolution- 
social reform to be based on individual reform... Laotse and Chuangtse felt a great 
active principle - Tao- behind all phenomena, and not the degeneration to the occultism 
of "popular" Taoism...Buddhism- he claims- is the only foreign intellectual influence 
on Chinese thought in ancient China, a freedom from mental bondage to sentiment existence. 
European philosophies and doctrinal forms brought materialism into focus, and Lin Yutang 
proclaims himself against any religion submerged in other worldliness and feels the tools 
of reasoning irrelevant in the moral realm, despite Descartes and the scholastics. He 
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defines himself at this point a pagan, believing in the principle of God, accepting 
the fact that the realm of knowledge and moral values can never be scientifically 
proved. The residual area of knowledge lies in the will to believe, a primordial 
racial urge. We live now in a world without belief, a world of moral cynicism, of 
collapse of valid human ideals. He came full round to the conviction that only the 
basic doctrine of Jesus will change it, the revolution of man from within. Jesus, 

he says, taught a principle, not a dogma, a creed, a rite, a ritual, but the 

spiritual principle behind freedom and democracy. Christians, he says, breed Christ- 
ianity, but Christian theology does not. Worship is of less importance than service. 
In the teachings of Jesus is the power and clarity of light without the self- 
limitations of Confucius, the intellectual analysis of Buddha, the mysticism of 
Chaungtse.... Not a book to be read all at once, but a book to be savored and digested. 
Lin Yutang's importance of Living found its market; this should appeal in even greater 
measure. (10359-11534) 


October 20 


Roberts, George & Mary Lippincott 
TRIUMPH ON FAIRMOUNT $6.00 


"A memorial to a man disliked, loved and admired," this somewhat confused 
but dedicated book tells the story of the Philadelphia Museum of Art on Fairmount, 
a part of old Philadelphia, and its first Director, Fiske Kimball, a dynamic and 
difficult man who made friends and enemies indiscriminately, fought and conquered 
collectors, dealers and millionaires, and made the Museum one of the great art centers 
of the world. The idea of an art museum on Fairmount was conceived about 1912 by a 
group of Philadelphians headed by a millionaire, Eli Price; in 1924, with the Museum 
in being but inadequately housed and furnished, Price asked Fiske Kimball, 32 and an 
instructor at New York University, to become its Director. Kimball, uncouth and 
unsure of himself, but a super-salesman for the Museum and possessed of a brilliant 
wife who was an authority on 18th century domestic art, cooking and Jefferson. He 
bought period interiors and furnished them, dickered with dealers, pried pictures 
from reluctant collectors and contributions from tightwad millionaires. Sometimes 
defeated, always battling with the incredible Dr. Alfred Banres, inventor of Argyrol 
and collector of Modern Art, he thought only of his wife and his Museum, which he 
expanded to include many buildings. His last years were tragic to himself and his 
friends; his psychotic behavior forcing his resignation, his wife's death breaking 
his heart. He died in 1955 in Ravenna. Complementing in a way The Proud Possessors 
this book, necessarily limited in appeal, should largely interest Philadelphians, 
those who knew Kimball, and students, officials and historians of American art col- 
lections. It should find a place in libraries of art. Illustrated. (10:59-9327) 


Holbrook, Stewart H. Macmillan 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF QUACKERY $4.75 


Ever hear of Peruna or Lydia Pinkham's Vegetable Compound or Dr. Kilmer's 
Swamp Root or Duffy's Pure Malt"? Do you know about the claims to make weak men strong 
and ailing women well? Did you ever see the Gibson Girl reclining, her ankle linked 
to that vital oxygen producer, Oxydonor? Probably not- you would have to date back 
to the first decade of our century and "the golden age of quackery". This is the 
story- and the story too of an energetic young reporter, Samuel Hopkins Adams, who 
went on the warpath to arouse the public, and almost single-handed put a host of the 
quacks out of business, and some of them behind bars, and got the Pure Food and Drug 
Act implemented to continue the battle against patent medicines.... It is a dis- 
turbing expose, this, for one has only to turn on the TV or the radio, or open to 
the testimonial advertising in the slick magazines to see the twist this fooling 
the public about cure alls has taken today. The public- especially the American 
public it would seem- likes to be fooled. (1C:59-12238) 
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Lunt, Dudley Cammett Macmillan 
THOUSAND ACRE MARSH $3.95 


Subtitled A Span of Remembrance, this is nostalgic recall, focussed primarily 
on a lifetime of learning to know nature at first hand. The wide marshes of Delaware 
and the salt coastal marshes of Maine are shared the four seasons round. Canoeing on 
the rivers, studying bird behavior, exploring the marshy reaches, learning to know the 
wildlife in his chosen haunts,- there is much that is fascinating for his fellow nature 
lovers- and it is for them- and for himself- that he writes. Unfortunately, he shares 
the faults as well as the virtues of a whole school of minor nature writers, such as a 
tendency to abandon native speech for a pseudo-poetic prose sprinkled with "'tis" and 
"o' ", His material lacks organization; one could wish the personal thread had been 
supplied at the start instead of the end. For here is a well-to-do lawyer who in- 
dicates to other men approaching retirement a way of life that holds fast something of 
& vanisning world and adds new riches in declining years. It needs some such note to 
widen its appeal. (LC: 59-10295) 


October 21 


Hamilin, William L. Caxton 
THE TRUE STORY OF BILLY THE KID $6 .00 


Whether William H. Bonney, otherwise Billy the Kid, born in Brooklyn in 1859, 
killed in New Mexico in 1880, was a youthful Robin Hood, a ruthless killer, or merely 
America's most overrated juvenile delinquent, has long been debated; this book, termed 
by its jurist-author "a posthumous brief for Billy the Kid", murky in style and loaded 
with unbelievable fictional conversations, does not resolve the question. Billy, taken 
West as a child and reared by his widowed mother, appeared at the age of 17 in Lincoln 
County, New Mexico, slight, fair, gentlemanly and deadly with a gun, and at once was 
involved in the "Lincoln County War" raging between rival cattle, political and military 
factions. Befriended by an Englishman, Turnstall, who was shot by a rival outfit, Billy 
began eliminating his killers, more men were killed on both sides; there was a lot of 
killing before Billy, sentenced to be hanged for murder, escaped from his cell and was 
tracked down and shot in cold blood by Sheriff Pat Garrett. Honest in intent and well 
documented in favor of its hero, this cluttered and badly written book will hold little 
appeal to average addicts of Western fiction or history, although it should find a 
place in libraries of frontier violence. Illustrated. (LC: 59-5484) 


Collier, Eric Dutton 
| THREE AGAINST THE WILDERNESS $4.95 


The author of this current addition to "back to the woods" literature did not 
flee to the wilds to escape civilization but to make a living trapping -- on Meldrum 
Creek in the Chicotin District of British Columbia, 300 miles north of Vancouver on the 
Fraser River. Born in Nottingham, England, the author was 19 when in 1920 he first came 
to the Chicotin country to work for an English trader; some years later with his wife 
and infant son he moved to Meldrum Creek, with sole trapping rights over more than 
150,000 acres of wilderness. Here they lived for 30 years, enduring blizzards and mos- 
quitoes and danger, hobnobbing with wild animals, and working to restore prosperity to 
a region once rich in cattle, fur-bearers and game but falling to ruin by reason of the 
extermination of the beaver colonies and their dams and the consequent drying up of 
watercourses, meadows and forests. The most interesting part of the book tells how the 
author and his wife rebuilt dams and brought water back to lakes and streams, and how 
through the gift of two pairs of beaver they re-established the creatures in their former 
habitat, where they have multiplied and are now rigidly protected. A book to appeal 
primarily to nature-lovers, this unpretentious and curiously charming volume may also 
find an audience among sophisticated readers who know nothing of wilderness; its account 
of the beaver alone should make it a valuable addition to the wild-life lore of North 
America. Illustrated. (LC: 59-10777) 
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October 21 


Knowles, Horace- id. Harper 
GENTLEMEN, SCHOLARS AND SCOUNDRELS pre-pub.$6.50;post $7.50 


Immensely good reading, this Treasury of the Best of Harper's Magazine 
from 1850 to the Present. But the approach differs radically from other omnium 
gatherum (The Atlantic, The Youths’ Companion, The Ladies’ Home Journal, ete.) Let's 
try to see what this is rather than what it isn't. Here is a magazine that has held 
intellectual snob appeal for a century and more of readers. Never has it lowered its 
standard in approaching public affairs and national issues. Any student of American 
life must turn to its pages for a mirror of successive eras. The editors consistently 
have sought- rather than avoided- ideas, even when they dealt with controversial 
public issues. News coverage has been approached with the long range view. And 
always there has been an open mind for the artist in words, rather than the proven 
success. And these are the facets of the magazine that emerge. Big names are here- 
past and present:- Shaw, Mark Twain, Tennyson, Longfellow, Whitman, MacLeish, William 
Carlos Williams. But the pieces one rereads with keenest interest are by people like 
John Gunther, Elmer Davis, Henry Commager, Bernard De Voto, E.B. White, James Thurber, 
E.M. Forster - men who deal with ideas and challenge today as they did when the pieces 
appeared. An early Toynbee is here- before his fame was made. Stimson's statement on 
the use of the atom bomb showed history in the making. There is humor, with an under- 
current of serious content, in Russell Lynes and Edmund Love, in I.A.R. Wylie and many 
others. Here- Ladies and Gentlemen- is Harper's Magazine. 


October 22 


Beevers, John Doubleday-Hanover 
SAINT JOAN OF ARC $3.95 

Any retelling of the story of Joan of Arc requires a certain fortitude as 
well as faith (even angels might fear to re-tread) since it must contend, on the one 
hand, with the universal familiarity of her story, but also with a certain inflexibi- 
lity on the part of the reader to retain a particular image or interpretation. It 
would seem unnecessary here to review the facts of her life, which have a conventional, 
fairly simple and historically supported retelling here. Beevers, who sees Joan as an 
“agent of God", a "divine mascot", accepts her voices as the voices of God, but then 
speculates that she could have been the victim of hallucinations, in which case “there 
is always a disintegration of character". Following this line of argument gets him 
nowhere- particularly since he believes that there were no signs of deterioration 
(didn't she, after all, die young?) and that she showed great dedication of purpose 
and strength of will. His presentation is simplified, modernized, and if nothing else 
definite; he uses an occasionally peremptory prose style, and a rather tiresome, 
tutorial manner ("let us pause"- "we must remember"). He also makes some unfortunate 
contemporary comparisons ("television and deep-freezers", "leotards and jeans"- i.e. 
her garb) which destroys beyond a doubt the "magic" he had hoped to share as well as 
any mystical impact. (LC:59-12615) 


Bocca, Geoffrey | g Doubleday 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF SIR HARRY OAKES !! $4.00 


The hugely interesting story of Harry Oakes is singularized by several 
things; by the money he made- which he assured everyone he would as a young man, an 
unworldly one at that; by the way he died, "violently", which he also forecast at the 
same time; and by the fact that he succeeded in being as disagreeable, and as univer- 
sally disliked, as he was rich- money only released the worst in his nature. His life 
is actually more interesting than his death which remains unsolved. At 23, he went 
off to the Klondike and his search for gold took him around the world. Many years 
later a Hungarian woman advised him to return to Canada, Ontario, to the spot where 
he hit the “ultimate bonanza", although for five years he sat on it- trying to raise 
the money to mine it- fighting his way to develop one of the richest veins ever dis- 
covered. He married a gentle woman late in his forties, one of the few people he 
trusted; he had five children- one of whom was to marry the "playboy- philanderer"- 
an untrue picture- accused of his murder. The investigation which followed was fluffed 
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by the Duke of Windsor- then in the Bahamas- concealed rather than revealed any clues- 
and the case is still open.... It's quite a story- and Bocca has made it an entertain- 


ing as well as a curious one. (LC: 59-9779) ss is 


October 2 


Curry, Ralph L. Doubleday 
STEPHEN LEACOCK: HUMORIST AND HUMANIST $h 95 


The fact that this book had its origins as a paper on Mark Twain and Stephen 
Leacock would seem to partly explain its being written in the dry, factual manner of a 
thesis. Though the writing is undistinguished there is little about Leacock's life that 
the author has not painstakingly investigated and the result is a thorough if rather list- 
less account of a remarkable career. Stephen Leacock, teacher, economist, scholar, poli- 
tical scientist, historian and humorist was born in the county of Hampshire, England, in 
1869, the son of a farmer. In 1876 the family moved to Ontario where the rugged living 
conditions were made more difficult by Peter Leacock's eventual desertion of his family, 
a ne'er-do-well turn which Stephen never forgave. Graduated from the University of Toronto, 
Stephen's first job was as an assistant master of modern languages at Upper Canada College 
and while he was here he published his first humorous piece for which he received $2.00. 
In 1899 he went to the University of Chicago to study under Thorstein Veblen and in 1901 
he began his long and distinguished career at McGill University in Montreal. In spite of 
the fact that he published regularly in his field of economics Leacock's professional 
reputation was never equal to his literary one and even here he suffered varying degrees 
of failure. By the time of his death in 1944 the Englishman who was an American humorist 
by heritage had written 65 books in more than a half-dozen fields and had endeared him- 
self to a countless number of readers. (LC: 59-11587) 


Frisbie, Johnny ig Doubleday s 
THE FRISBIES OF THE SOUTH SEAS $3.95 


This warm and extremely tender story is a sort of Life with Father in the South 
Seas, father being Robert Dean Frisbie, the American writer who settled in the islands of 
the South Pacific in the early Twenties, married a native girl, and raised a happy, tu- 
multuous family. This biographical account is written by his daughter, Johnny, who has 
followed in her father's footsteps by becoming a writer in her own right. The book 
naturally has most of the elements we have come to expect from the South Seas since 
South Pacific. But it has much more, namely this delightfully unusual family founded 
by the extraordinary Frisbie, who went off irrevocably to live in these islands, yet 
maintained for twenty years a voluminous correspondence with his Stateside mother. Even 
in this paradise, Frisbie's life as a writer was one long struggle. This biography, 
written with love and simplicity, is a fond tribute to the man who inspired it. For 
large general collections. Linecuts. (LC: 59-12626) 


-Mackarness, Dr. Richard Doubleday 
EAT FAT AND GROW SLIM $2.95 


Based on nutritional studies conducted among people who live close to "the 
struggle for survival" - the North Pole Eskimo, the Red Indian, the Canadian trapper, and 
the game hunter in Africa - which reveal that "a diet of meat (animal fat and lean) with 
no carbohydrates, with no vitamins other than those they get in meat, not merely provides 
them with all the energy they need, but keeps them in perfect health for months at a time", 
this book presents a relatively new plan for weight reduction. Two introductions (each 
written by English physicians) explain and corroborate.the scientific theory and a preface » 
(by Evalyn Stefansson) reveals the practical success of the plan. Only a few pages are 
devoted to the actual menus and mechanics of the proposed reducing diet; the author's main 
concern is to present to the general public the scientific background for a little-known 
nutritional theory derived from investigations in the highly speculative field of meta- 
bolic processes and their possible control. (LC: 59-12635) 
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October 20/ 


Norris, Kathleen Doubleday t 
FAMILY GATHERING $4.00 / ~ 


A sometimes sentimental but always charitable autobiographical reminiscence 
includes- within its comfortable dimensions- the many members of her family as well 


as the many literary, and sometimes even political, figures to be counted as friends 
and acquaintances in her long and very full life. One of five children in a closely 
centered family to begin with, Kathleen grew up in an atmosphere of warm, firm loyal- 
ties, and at her parents’ death- got a job to help support her grandmother and aunt 
and the younger children. Later, after she had become a reporter, she met and 
married Cigi (Charles) Norris, moved with him to New York, had the tragedy of the 
children she lost- and the later source of much grief- her younger sister Teresa 
(Mrs. William Rose Benet). There are pleasant stories of many famous people, from 
Ida Tarbell and Frances Hodgson Burnett in the early days to Fannie Hurst, Edna 
Ferber, F.P.A., Woollcott and the Algonquin group; there are trips to Europe- and 
to Russia; a meeting, at his request, with Hitler; and some of the causes (less to 
be admired) in which she took an active interest- (temperance, pacificism, America 
First, etc.). All in all it isa personal record of a woman whose enterprise and 
energy endures, a pleasant conclave of all those she has included in the wide radius 
of her affection, and certainly an older generation of readers will feel at home 
here. (1C:59-12638) 

Novak, Joseph le 14h Doubleday 


THE FUTURE IS OURS, COMRADE —~ ) $4.50 

Joseph Novak, through a compilation of interviews, questionnaires, and 
observations presents the reader with a picture of Soviet society on all levels, 
social, cultural and economic. He will get to know the Russian citizen, his home, 
surroundings, place of work, his psychology, his prejudices, his education, his 
welfare and his family. Novak does not attempt to interpret his findings- he lets 
the quotations speak for themselves. If he does not provide the reader with an 
interpretive framework, he does establish the basis for an understanding of a society 
foreign to our own- and this is the value of the book. Novak presents the Soviet 
Union not as Communist, but as Russian, with its history of authoritarianism and 
stringency.... It should have a parallel market to Irving Levine's Main Street, U.S.S.R. 
(Doubleday-1959) although as written by a former communist it is based on more ex- 
tensive and presumably authoritative first hand experience. (1C:59-12639) 


Reynolds, Paul R. | Doubleday 
THE WRITER AND HIS MARKETS $4.00 


The prominent literary,agent has defined and explained the various media 
where book or magazine or play material may be marketed, along with the practical 
problems involved in selling the written word. With an opening chapter on learning 
the tools of one's trade (while indicating that it cannot be taught- through courses, 
etc. ), Reynolds goes on to discuss book publication- costs, contracts, reviews, sales, 
money and/or prestige; the low priced paperback field and the book clubs; the mass 
circulation magazines and what they buy; the literary agent- legitimate and otherwise; 
writing for the home screen, or the big screen; and the questions the working writer 
faces after the appearance of his first book. It is shop talk at a high level of 
both information and interest- which offers a great deal of definite guidance for . 
any aspirant author. The appendix includes a list of agents, professional trade 
organizations, sample contracts, ete. (10:59-12642) 


Weinlander, Albertina A. Doubleday 
YOUR CHILD IN A SCIENTIFIC WORLD $2.98 


A valuable guide propounding a scientific orientation for the average 
parent who has not thought much about jo to make his or her child aware of the world 
of physical reality; or the possibilities for developing a child's interests in the 
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direction of science. The first section presents reasons for, and descriptions of why 
the parent must take a large part in helping to cultivate an empirical attitude in the 
child of the space age. Section two thoroughly discusses how to help the child develop 
scientific attitudes in chapters called: Birth to six--learning through toys and animal 
friends; Six to ten--helping the child become a keen observer; Using science interests 
to solve children's problems; Co-operating with the forces of nature; Using community 
resources for nature study; and Conducting home experiments. The third section is an 
important one that tells how one is to identify the gifted and talented child, and 
gives way to help the serious student of science. Throughout the book the author uses 
many case histories to help make her points. She closes her book with comprehensive 
listings of sources of science materials, from graded science books to a directory of 
companies manufacturing scientific equipment. Though plagued with overwriting in its 
earlier chapters, this book can be a very helpful one for the parent and teacher in- 
telligent enough to seek it out. Should be in the child care sections of libraries 

and bookstores. (LC: 59-12658) 


October 22 


Koch, Adrienne- £4. Dutton 
PHILOSOPHY FOR A TIME OF CRISIS $5.95 


The atomic age has not only been expensive in terms of human life but has in- 
creased the tensions of day to day living. For those who would find tranquillity Miss 
Koch has collected the writings of fifteen contemporary thinkers, all of them concerned 
with the problems arising from the advances of science. None of them offers an easy 
solution, and each represents a different viewpoint although they are often in agree- 
ment with one another on certain points. The collection is representative, including 
Roman Catholic, Jewish, Protestant, ex-Communist, Existentialist, Atheist and Socialist 
thinkers. The editor's introduction as well as her conclusions are well written and 
accessible to the layman. This is a book to be read reflectively, at leisure and it 
will provide little satisfaction for those who want their thinking done for them. For 
others seeking a starting point and a direction- it will prove helpful. (LC: 59-11786) 


é 
F 


Wendt, Herbert pl oe, ae Houghton, Mifflin 
OUT OF NOAH'S ARK / $6.50 


In recounting legendary and true stories of the most exciting aspect of 
zoology--the discovery of new species--the author gives an unobtrusively documented 
and generously illustrated book about the creatures of the animal kingdom, fish, flesh 
and fowl, and the men who discovered them. His easily flowing narrative tells of the 
early fabled monsters many of which had some basis in reality; how the dodo was dis- 
covered and became extinct; how the rhinoceros, the elephant, the gorilla, the giraffe 
were found; the highly competitive search for the bird of paradise; what fossils re- 
vealed; the contributions of the great paleontologists like Buffon and naturalists 
like Cuvier, Von Humboldt, Beebe and a hundred others whose searches took them to all 
corners of the world to find the duckbill, okapi, tapir, the fringed-fin fish latimeria 
and the "dragons" of Komodo. Filled with thousands of facts of natural history, many 
of them presented in exciting exploratory adventures, Out of Noah’s Ark makes a wonder- 
ful companion book to Heuvelman's On the Track of Unknown Animals and a must book for 
all natural history shelves, bookstore or library. A fascinating introduction to 
zoology. 
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Bowen, Catherine Drinker Little, Brown (AMP) 

ADVENTURES OF A BIOGRAPHER $4.00 


Mrs. Bowen carries her readers far in time and space and in that other 
less calculable distance of active imagination in her fourteen "irregular pieces” 
that reveal a biographer's way of life. We first meet her here as she prepares to 
encounter Russia, her Tchaikowsky's life already written, warned by her collaborator 
that she will lose her vision in facing the reality of Moscow. We last see her 
some twenty years later, reluctantly departing the Tower which had once housed her 
latest subject, Sir Edward Coke, in London. In between, she shares without determined 
design many of her working ways, from her seeking of a subject whose affinity will 
make five or six years of dedicated work years of adventure, through the steeping of 
her sensitive person in the most complete and detailed research until her imaginative 
perception creates a distinguished portrait. It is the interaction of matter and 
her own self instrument that generates excitement and significance here, whether she 
is infiltrating the tight mind of her pretty Intourist guide, being herself inspired 
by the magnificent aged Brandeis in her search for Holmes, surmounting a slight and 
her own greed to own the Lowestoft bowl that Jefferson gave to John Adams, assessing 
the divergences of scholars who try to get the heat out of history while she tries 
to get it in. An unusual contribution, personal history with the heat definitely in. 
(LC:59-11888 ) 


October 23 


Brodie, Fawn M. Norton 
THADDEUS STEVENS $7.50 


Subtitled “Scourge of the South," this meticulously documented and unbiased 
book by the author of a life of Joseph Smith (No Man Knows My History) should stand 
as a definitive biography of the chief architect of Reconstruction and the leader in : 
the impeachment of President Johnson,- the club-footed, brilliant and merciless 
abolitionist Thaddeus Stevens, hater of slavery, Masonry, and defender of minorities. 
It is also an outstanding contribution to the complicated political history of Recon- 
struction itself. Born in Vermont in 1792, endowed with amazing legal and political 
talents and embittered by lameness and an unhappy childhood, Stevens in 1816 moved 
to Pennsylvania where he became the state's leading lawyer, defending fugitive slaves, 
fighting for free schools, living with a mulatto mistress and accused by enemies of 
all crimes including murder. Elected to the House of Representatives, for years he 
wielded enormous power, which he used to impeach Johnson; “a humanitarian without 
humanity," responsible for the 13th and 14th Amendments, he tried to impose military 
rule on the whole South and to give each Negro family 40 acres carved from slave- 
owners' estates; still fighting for what he believed justice he died in August, 1868, 
leaving as his monument the impeachment of a President, two Constitutional amendments, 
the devotion of Negroes and the still-enduring bitterness of the South. By no means 
as dramatic a personal portrait as Ralph Korngold's Thaddeus Stevens (Harcourt, Brace- 
1955), this monumental study is not for casual readers of prefabricated biography 
and history but for the serious historian. (10:59-9236) 


October 25 


Adamson, Hans Christian Chilton 
ADMIRAL THUNDERBOLT $5.95 


The long, wasteful and largely senseless wars which ravaged Scandinavia 
throughout most of the eighteenth century produced, at least, a number of exemplary 
heroic types. Most of these, with the exception of the enigmatic King Charles XII of 
Sweden, are little known outside their native lands. This is the lightly (and 
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irritatingly) fictionalized biography of Peter Jensen Wessel, native of Trondheim, Norway, 
natural-born sailor, who, at the amazingly young age of 25, became an admiral in the 
Danish navy and died soon after, in the full flood of his fame, as the result of an un- 
usually idiotic duel. Mr. Adamson's account of his hero is completely worshipful and 
totally devoid of psychological interest, but the author's research has been exhaustive. 
Descriptions of ships, men and naval warfare in the early eighteenth century are full 

and obviously authentic. For those with special interest in such matters, or in Scandin- 
avian history, the book should be worth its considerable length and price. (LC: 59-13580) 


October25 ¥ 


Gatti, Attilio Messner 
AFRICA IS ADVENTURE $4.50 


As the author of this account of African game hunting by camera has spent 
39 years in this pursuit and has published 18 books (Saranga, Killers All!, etc.) and 
innumerable articles about his experiences, it is not surprising that this volume tastes 
slightly of "the mixture as before"; it is, however, an excellent mixture. Writing of 
his most recent photographic safari, undertaken for various advertisers, TV programs 
and life, the author describes the problems of assembling and transporting the army of 
men and the masses of equipment needed and the discomforts and dangers of photograph- 
ing wild animals. He writes of native tribes and insects and the large animals:- 
lions (he once sat for hours in a car that wouldn't start with a gun without cartridges 
while two huge lions climbed over the hood and canvas top); gazelles and zebras; 
giraffesl hippos, some mild, some murderous; charging rhinos, and other animals. 
Tautly written, highly readable, this book by an expert in his field should appeal 
to armchair and professional explorers, hunters and camera fiends, those who like to 
lose the world in a well-written tale of true modern adventure. JIllustrated. 


(LC: 59-13429) 
October 26 


Freidel, Frank- :éd. Braziller 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF AMERICAN HISTORY $7.50 


With introduction and chapter notes by its editor, Harvard History Professor 
and biographer of Franklin D. Roosevelt, this book of 15 carefully selected historical 
essays, companion book to the simultaneously published Golden Age of American Literature, 
deals with the history of North America from The Conquest of Mexico, vividly described 
by the brilliant and half-blind William H. Prescott, to The End of the Century by 
"one better at making history than writing it," Woodrow Wilson. Of the 13 other chap- 
ters three are from George Bancroft, more noted for scope and readability than accuracy: 
Founding the English Colonies, The American Revolution, and Establishing the New Govern- 
ment; and two by Henry Adams: The United States in 1800 and a vivid account of the Grant 
Administration scandal, The New York Gold Conspiracy; from his brother Brooks Adams comes 
Witchcraft In Massachusetts; and from Francis Parkman, who adorns American letters for 
nis style, its historical records for his accuracy, France and England in the New World. 
Other selections, all readable, some of doubtful historical value, are from John Fiske, 
Theodore Roosevelt, Jefferson Davis, and others. Of limited popular appeal, this compre- 
hensive and well-edited volume should form an excellent supplementary reader for students 
and teachers of American history. (LC: 59-12230) 
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Miller, Perry- Ed. Braziller 
THE GOLDEN AGE OF AMERICAN LITERATURE $7.50 . 


An anthology of the lesser known works of those luminous stars of our 
literary history who - in the mid-19th century- established our place in the world 
of letters. The editor is the author of The New England Mind, The Raven and the 
Whale, etc. and is Professor of American Literature at Harvard. His long introduction 
reminds us of the timeliness of Emerson's The American Scholar; indicates that 
Emerson's essay put into motion a generation of writers who dealt with ideas without 
aid of Europe. He is right, too, when he points out our failures,- a lack of inti- 
macy, of gentle humor, of humanism, from Poe and Hawthorn to Fitzgerald and Faulkner- 
and he explores the possible reasons. He offers no solutions but maintains his 
lonely humanist course in our mass-produced civilization. Poe, Emerson, Thoreau, 
Hawthorn, Whitman and Melville- from these he has chosen lesser known works- but 
the importance of the book will rest on his own contribution. (1C:59-12231) 


Hovey, Richard B. Columbia Univ. Press 
JOHN JAY CHAPMAN: An American Mind $6.50 


Another subtitle for this most thorough, most illuminating biography might 
be: John Jay Chapman: A Hero of Our Times. For, writing from a rather Freudian 
point of view, Professor Hovey paints Chapman's personality to be one of darkly 
obsessive, neurotically destructive (i.e., self-destructive) components poorly fused 
with moods of jollity and great rational and critical powers. From childhood, 
Chapman was sickly, insecure, ravaged by a need for love, approval, and tormented by 
Othello-like tortures of sexual jealousy. (He once burned off his hand after striking 
a man he thought to be his rival in a love affair). Nevertheless, throughout his 
life (1862-1933), Chapman developed a consistent point of view in the fields of 
literary criticism and social and political reform. Essentially, that point of view 
was Emersonian in that it relied on the individualistic spirit in man to counteract 
the conforming, commercial and corrupt forces in American life. Always a democrat, 
despite his love for and belief in the aristocratic way of life, Chapman felt that 
democracy could work only if self-government meant each individual potently working 
for his own good. From this would come the general good as well. Professor Hovey's 
style, while not distinguished by any particular felicity of phrasing, is crystal- . 
clear in its development of Chapman's emotional and intellectual beings--often at 
odds with each other. Includes an excellent bibliography and pertinent data from 
the writings of Chapman during all phases of his creative life. 


Hall, Bernard Hoy M.D.e= Ed. Viking 


A PSYCHIATRIST'S WORLD $10.00 
The Selected Papers of Karl Menninger, M. D. 


The selected papers of Dr. Menninger have been divided into six sections, 
each revealing a specific aspect of his diverse interests and contributions: The 
Man, The Clinician, The Theorist, The Teacher, The Psychiatrist Afield, and The 
Historian of Psychiatry. While one section, comprising twenty-four papers on 
infectious diseases, neurology, psychosomatic and psychoanalytic studies, and me- 
thodology, is rather technical, the others are not, and include essays such as "The 
Genius of the Jew in Psychiatry," "The Ego under Major Stress," his "View of the 
Kinsey Report," and many others presenting a psychiatrist's view on crime and the 
law, public education, religion, love, fear, the relationship of psychiatry to 
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medicine, and the contributions of Freud, Brill, Ellis and others. The breadth of these 
papers (1919-1958) also reveal Menninger's growth and development from a graduate physi- 
cian strongly dominated by the concepts of Kraepelin (dementia praecox), Southard and 
Meyer, to a psychoanalyst and teacher, inspiried by the writings of Groddeck, Freud, 
Brill and Alexander. Indexed, with reference and footnotes, these papers are well writ- 
ten, and will interest the medical profession, as well as the intelligent layman and 
student. There will be an autographed de luxe edition, two volumes boxed, at $25.00. 
(LC: 59-11634) 

October 26 


Meyer, Lewis World 
PREPOSTEROUS PAPA $3 .95 


In 1906 Max Meyer, the papa of the title, moved with his new wife to Sapulpa, 
Oklahoma, and proceeded to acquire land, children, buildings, oil-wells, gall stones, 
and friends. As the "only Jewish farmer in Oklahoma" he sparked a back-to-the-land 
movement for American Jews by providing an ethnic journal with photographs of himself 
in ten-gallon hat and Cadillac, but neglected to mention that his income derived entirely 
from 32 gushers which fortuitously developed on his otherwise unproductive ranch. During 
the terrible thirties he set up his own WPA operations and as part of his philanthropic 
programme forced his dependents (as he did his own family and himself) to drink large 
tumblers of epsom salts and hot lemon tea once a week. An orthodox Jew from Arkansas 
(he spoke Yiddish with an Ozark accent) he personally established the only shul in 
Sapulpa, practiced every known superstition, and became the best local friend to down 
and out Indians, for one of whom he was frequently taken himself. Lewis Meyer recounts 
all this and much much more in a pleasantly relaxed fashion which is replete with quite 
genuine humor and affection for the old Oklahoma and his gargantuan father. (LC:59-11537) 


October 27 | 


Carruth, Hayden Macmillan 
THE CROW AND THE HEART $1.50 paper 


The fifth in the series of The Macmillan Poets continues the high standards 
established by the earlier volumes. Hayden Carruth is a talented poet, ranging over 
many subjects, attempting many styles, but with an innate sense of the beauty and mystery 
of things. Disillusioned, as what sensitive person is not, he symbolizes the moving 
principle inherent in life in the first poem- The Wreck of the Circus Train. Not yet 
completely self-realized, he shows potentialities in many other poems. He is modern, 
but his world is not so private as to be closed. 


Fosburgh, Pieter Macmillan 
THE NATURAL THING |< | $5 .00 


What may seem like a dry subject to many, particularly confirmed urbanites, 
this collection of pieces is handled with interest by the author, editor of New York 
State's Department of Conservation magazine. Somewhat less than a trained conserva- 
tionist, Fosburgh has spent many years translating into laymen's terms the language of 
the biologist, forester, botanist, and other scientists who determine and implement con- 
servation policies. In addition to discussions of the problems of abandoned lands, 
helpful hints to landowners, conservation of deer and other wildlife, he gives an ex- 
citing account of the disastrous forest fire of 1953 in the Cold River area of upstate 
New York. And the frantic effort to clear firefighting paths before fire struck and 
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the success of that effort is another exciting episode.... It may- but should not be- 
fenced off by the sub-title, Essays on Conservation as it has a more general outdoor 
interest. (LC: 59-11298) 


October 27 


Scott, Winfield Townley Macmillan 
SCRIMSHAW $1.25 


This is a charming and appropriately American title - referring to “folk art 
devised by whalemen" which "represented the striving of men, exiled on long whaling 
voyages, to attain something beautiful with the crude implements and materials at 
hand" - for a noteworthy addition to The Macmillan Poets paperback series. Not a new 
poet, Mr. Scott depicts and explores the contemporary scene with a self-conscious but 
subtle awareness of his American heritage in language that is both fresh and vivid. 
The poems in the sections "Come Green Again" and “The Man at Mid-Century" find rich- 
ness as well as bewilderment in the world of this poet, effected through a "passion- 
ate marriage of memory and love" within himself. Mr. Scott's sensibilities are al- 
ways acute and accurate, and the quality of the emotional experiences which he shows, 
enlarged by the skillful play of subtle overtones in the dimension of time, is point- 
edly intense. (LC: 59-13508) 


Wiley, Bell Irvin Macmillan 
Milhollen, Hirst D. THEY WHO FOUGHT HERE $10.00 


This is a Civil War book with a difference, for it deals not with generals, 
battles or politics but with the life of the soldiers, both Union and Confederate, 
who fought the war -- the enlisted men. Based less on official documents and dis- 
patches than on letters, badly spelled, unpunctuated scrawls written by homesick boys 
to their families, and on the comments of long-suffering officers or baffled chaplains, 
the book tells what the boys in blue or gray thought about the whole business, what 
they ate and wore, even to underwear, what arms they carried and what cannon they 
fired -- and how,- the bugle-calls they obeyed or ignored, their propensity to steal, 
gamble and swear, the last a Scarlet Sin,- the medicines poured down them, how they 
were cared for -- or not cared for -- when wounded, and everything else imaginable 
about them. Meticulously documented, copiously illustrated, the book is a fascin- 
ating record even for laymen; a superb gift-book for Civil War buffs on both sides 
it should also prove an indispensible reference for Civil War and military historians 
and for those few authors who have yet to write a Civil War novel. Illustrated. 


(LC: 59-11458) 


Wolf, Eric R. University of Chicago 
SONS OF THE SHAKING EARTH $5.00 


In a book of only some three hundred pages, Dr. Wolf examines with incred- 
ible dispatch the topography, archeology, religions, agriculture, political history 
and sociology of Middle - or as he prefers to call it - Meso-America. Beginning 
with the earliest recorded appearance of man in the areas today known as Mexico and 
Guatemala, Dr. Wolf brings his complex of interrelated themes down to the comparatively 
recent era of post-revolutionary Mexico in the twentieth century. Fascinating as are 
the necessarily brief glimpses of the pre-Columbian civilizations here afforded, 
there is considerable quickening of interest once the fact of the Spanish Conquest 
is established, and Dr. Wolf begins to draw a social map of the still existing ten- 
sions between Indians, land owners and the ever-growing mass of the floating mestize 
population. The book is well written but almost too compact. The numerous illus- 
trations promised should add greatly to its interest. Essential for Latin American 
and social science collections. (LC: 59-12290) 
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Droke , Maxwell Harper 
YOU AND THE WORLD TO COME $3.50 


What kind of a world will your children inherit? Mr. Droke (a humorist, now 
on the serious side) takes a look at the future's palm and while the life line of the 
next generation may be longer, it will follow a pattern now predictable. Society will 
continue its shift toward standardization, collectivization and conformity; enterprise 
will become more corporate- education more utilitarian; the birth rate, having reached 
its peak, may go down, women will continue to work but servants will be extinct in about 
twenty-five years; and the old folks, with the extension of their lifespan, will have to 
find something to do with it. Also in this prospectus: communism versus capitalism, 
racial and religious prejudice, smoking, transportation, farming and food, taxes, etc. 
All in all, Mr. Droke doesn’t use too long a lens in taking his view of the world 
ahead; he plays it safe and there are few speculations; he also doubles up on some of 
his material in an attempt to extend it to book length. Even so- he keeps much of it 
interesting and maintains a tone of reassuring optimism. (LC: 59-10609) 


Fischer, Louis Harper 
THE STORY OF INDONESIA $5 .00 


Louis Fischer has added yet another to his already impressive list of social, 
political, economic and historical studies of areas of the world currently in varying 
stages of development. It is expectedly exhaustive, and in addition to a detailed dis- 
cussion of today's problems in this disputed area, the author traces carefully and dis- 
passionately the history of the states of Indonesia from their discovery of the Portu- 
guese, Spanish, Dutch and other Western European opportunists. The Story of Indonesia 
is a bitter indictment of twentieth century Dutch policy and leaves the supposition that 
Dutch colonial policy is open to much question. The Dutch, however, are not the only ones 
to come in for some heavy criticism, for Mr. Fischer also deplores American and British 
attitudes during the crisis which resulted in total withdrawal from Indonesia by the 
Dutch. Americans, generally, have little knowledge of the Indonesian states and Mr. 
Fischer's book is a valuable contribution which should clarify many misconceptions and 
misunderstandings. His personal relationships with many Indonesian leaders to whom he 
had had access provides an insight into the personalities of what proves to be an 
enigmatic people. (LC: 59-12442) 


Thayer, Charles Harper 
DIPLOMAT $4. .00 


In the guise of giving a detailed view of the daily work of our embassies over- 
seas, Charles Thayer has presented a most persuasive and gracious argument for career 
diplomacy. While his picture of an embassy operating in crisis,- Beirut, Lebanon, 1958- 
is outstanding, engrossing dramatic reading, and his explanations of the ways of consuls 
and couriers and the role of protocol are an informative and important part of his book, 
it is his presentation of the diplomat's heritage that is most impressive here and that 
delineates diplomacy as a profession with as much tradition and master lore behind it as 
the law. Thayer harks back to great predecessors who have shaped the nature of diplomacy 
in the West, and compares it with the Byzantine influence upon the Soviet. He reads 
history from the diplomat's angle, interpreting anew the second Versailles conference. 

He points up the uneven balance between the military and diplomatic branches of service 
stemming from an unevolved philosophy which does not see the military as an extension of 
diplomatic tactics. He comments on the necessary interplay of foreign policy and propa- 
ganda and notes our shortcomings; indeed, he follows the experimental attempts at progress 
throughout our national history -- and finds a new threat in the "generalist" philosophy 
currently being applied. His own definition of a diplomat's calling -- aims, methods, 
education -- is given in a forceful, calm voice that commands attentive hearings. 


(LC: 59-6320) 
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Cooper, Diana Lady Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LIGHT OF COMMON DAY $5.00 


* The gifted memoirist who described her gilded youth and romantic marriage 
to Duff Cooper in The Ra:nbow Comes and Gces here continues her story in a slightly 
soberer but no less entrancing vein. No longer the “enfant terrible” of the "corrupt 
coterie”, Lady Duff Cooper, for strictly pecuniary reasons, left that life to play 
the leading role in The M:racle, a milestone in the history of the theatre. After 
twelve years of sporadic trouping in America and on the Continent, the Duff Coopers 
settled down to the "halcyon days of marriage", Duff Cooper stood for Parliament as 
a Tory, and his wife, although a Whig at heart, helped in his campaigns. They owned 
two or three miraculourly lovely houses at which they entertained the social, political 
and literary elite of this time (Waugh, Belloc and Baring were the closest of their 
literary friends). Later the Duff Coopers became intimate with the Duke of Windsor 
and during his brief reign accompanied him on trips to the Continent and the Medi- 
terranean. During this period Duff Cooper held important positions, and finally 
became Lord of the Admiralty. During the days just before World War II, he finally, 
at great personal sacrifice but through outraged patriotism over Chamberlain's stand 
at Munich, resigned his office. It was a brave and chivalrous act, quite in conscience 
with their high idealism. All of this is near enough in time and bright enough in 
social eclat to make any retelling of it interesting. But Diana Manners brings a 
highly personal manner and a seeing eye to this splendid scene. She is in agreement 
with the world and its pleasures and its variety, and she shows wit, high spirits, 
judgment and tact in telling her story. Admittedly a celebrated beauty, she describes 
herself with remarkable modesty and she is without complacency. What Osbert Sitwell 
did with gravity and conscious literary skill for his England, Lady Diana Manners has 
done for hers- with basic honesty and a shimmering vivacity. She should win many new 
admirers and adherents. (LC:58-11480) 


Carleton, V. B. 7 Little, Brown-A.M.P. 
BACK TO BERLIN '! |” $4.50 


"Tf I allow myself to hate the Germans, then I am hating myself. If I cry 
out 'I am not a German but a Jew'- then I am saying to the world 'Hitler was right.'"- 
this is said to Eric Devon (”¢ Erich Dalburg) by a former friend when Devon returns 
to his birthplace, Berlin, for the first time since leaving Germany. It also proves 
to be the answer to the conflict which has brought Devon to the edge of a breakdown at 
the time this story begins- aboard a boat to England- when the author met the Devons 
and became their intimate friend. For in the years since Eric left Germany to become 
an English citizen, he had completely repudiated his German background. Encouraged by 
his wife, and the author, he agrees to return to Berlin and to the family (only part 
Jewish) he had not contacted since the war; his Aunt, his cousin Kathe ("I never 
thought you'd have the guts to come back. You were always a coward") who had lost her 
husband in the Resistance as well as a child; and some of their mutual friends. He 
found that Germany had not changed materially; the Wehrmacht has been rebuilt; Fascism 
is more than a memory; “that Jew-Park" Belsen attests to the enduring feeling of anti- 
Semitism; and along with the general denial of culpability, there is a complete cultural 
sterility. For Devon the story ends a year after his first visit, when he returns to 
stay- to assume the responsibility for what had once happened here by trying to see 
that it will not happen again, and in so doing he absolves the guilt which had made his 
assimilation in another country impossible....A highly personal story reaches an indi- 
vidual solution to the problem of the man without a country, one which- while unac- 
ceptable as it would be to most of the people who left Germany- is still a considerable 
challenge. And while this is primarily Devon's story, in terms of sites revisited and 
contacts renewed, the broader view of Germany today is a disheartening one. (1C:59- 
11893) 

Monaghan, Jay Little, Brown 

CUSTER $6.00 


Endless books have been written about Gaores Armstrong Custer, “boy gener)” 
of the Union Army and golden-curled Indian fighter whose death on the Little B g Horn 
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at the hands of the Sioux in 1876 turned him into a figure of controversy. In spite of 
its obvious effort at fairness this last book, long and carefully documented, carries a 
flavor of bias, perhaps because the author presents much of the narrative from Custer's 
viewpoint. It does, however, give a full picture of a brilliant adolescent, dashing in 
battle, unduly severe in discipline, lacking in judgment, sympathy and a fondness for 
stark truth, and of his blindly adoring wife Libby, his "little Durl" who believed with 
him that he could do no wrong. Born in Ohio in 1839 of a large family, known as "Arm- 
strong" or "Autie," Custer graduated from West Point into the Civil War; gaining fame 

for reckless courage, a record aided by his own accounts, at 24 a Major General wearing 
curls and self-designed uniforms, he was sent West after the war to fight Indians; taking 
with him Libby, his own cook, staghounds and silk sheets, gaining more fame at the battle 
of the Washita, he was later courtmartialed and suspended for disobedience, cruelty, 
shooting deserters and leaving soldiers to be killed by Indians, although some of these 
charges may be. questioned; sent in the 1870's to the Dakotas to fight the Sioux, he got 
into more trouble by unverified criticism of men in high places; on June 25, 1876, with 
yet more trouble before him, he led 250 soldiers and himself to death on the Little Big 
Horn, a battle without survivors and still hidden in mystery. Well annotated, the result 
of careful research but at times marred by a too-fictional viewpoint and too many un- 
important details, this book should appeal to all writers and students of the West and 
to addicts of Western history and biography; admirers and detractors of Custer will 
criticize it, but it should find a place in public libraries and is a must for all 
Western historical collections. Index. Bibliography. (LC: 59-5937) 


Practically Published 


Langui, Emile- ‘tro. by Praeger 
50 YEARS OF MODERN ART $6.50 


This book reproduces "in permanent form" the contents of the exhibition of 
"SO Years of Modern Art" which was a part of the Brussels World Exhibition of 1958, * 


chosen for that event by the Belgian Executive Committee "in close association with an 
international committee of experts from the individual countries concerned". The text 

is made up of brief explanations of Fauvism, Cubism, Futurism, Expressionism, Construc- 
tivism and Suprematism, Metaphysical art, Dada and Surrealism, Naive Painting, Socialist . 
Realism, "The Independents", and Non-Representational art. The remainder of the book is 
devoted to brief biographical notes, 32 color plates, and 305 monochrome illustrations. 
Interesting because of the world-wide selection, but even the color reproductions are 
disappointing, and the black-and-white plates are totally inadequate (especially in the 
field of modern art) for conveying any sense of the original works which they represent. 
(8/20. LC: 59-7300) 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 
Page 


484 Maraini, Fosco- MEETING WITH JAPAN- postponed to 1960 for Book of the Month Club 
selection (Viking) 
Palmer, Bruce- BLIND MAN'S MARK- from 8/20 to 9/3 Simon & Schuster) 
560 Armstrong, Charlotte- THE SEVENTEEN WIDOWS OF SANS SOUCI- from 8/31 to 9/14 
(Coward-McCann ) 
Lee, Marjorie- THE LION HOUSE- the locale has been changed from Philadelphia to 
New York since the original reading of this title (Rinehart) 
York, Jeremy- COME HERE AND DIE- definite date 10/12 (Scribner) 
Williams, Eugenia- AN INVITATION TO CRYPTOGRAMS- from 9/30 to 10/12 (Simon & Schuster) 
Brooks, Van Wyck- HOWELLS- price from $5.75 to $5.00 (Dutton) 
Khoklov, Nikolai- IN THE NAME OF CONSCIENCE- from 10/12 to 9/25 (McKay) 
Boger, Louise A.- FURNITURE STYLES- definite date 10/12 (Scribner) € 
Hamilton, Elizabeth- SAINT TERESA- definite date 10/28 (Scribner) 
Leary, Francis- THE GOLDEN LONGING- definite date 10 /26- price from $5.50 to 
$5.95 (Scribner) 
Cole, William- 4d. - THE FIRESIDE BOOK OF HUMOROUS POETRY- definite date 10/7 (Scribner) 





